





Roce meee | 


u 


s 
v 


Ba 
F 




















Esa «Rate 








’ 





Copyright. 1924, by The Sunday School Times.Co, 


Oye Sunday School Gines 


Entered at the post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


' Philadelphia, April 12, 1924 


Vol. Sixty-six, No. 15 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 246 





Lessons for April 27 in this Issue 
International Uniform, |4.—Am d Hosea Plead- 
me for Righteoushnes, Weuderenee Lesson.) Books 

of Amos and Hosea. 
Whole Bible, 30.—Subjection and Division of the 
Land. Joshua 9-20. 





Notes on Open Letters: 


Will Hell Ever Come to an End? ............-eeeceeee 238 
Sodom and Gomorrah — Found?..........-eeeeeeeeeeeseenes 238 
Modernism’s Menace to Love and Marriage. From a 

Pastor's Oheervations ....ccccecccsccscscccccsccece wessds 239 
A Cobbler’s Lilies. By Ada E. Ferris ..........ssseeeeesee 240 
Girls’ Problems of To-day. Discussed by Mother Ruth 240 
A Boy Gets a Glimpse of Sin. By M. M. Watling ..... 241 


From a Laymah’s Greek Testament. By Ernest Gordon 241 
Plarining Your Illustrations. By H. Ellis Lininger ... 241 


For Children at Home ......... occecccccevesees sorccccccccces 24E 
International Uniform Lesson .......ssscsccseseeeeecs 242-245 
The Whole Bible Lésson Course ........ccscceeceeeseceees 245 
Your Temperance Questions Answered. By Margaret 
Wintringer .....c...ieeeee duh oyseccudsees Ldgeaeisecicceccs OB 
Nuggets for Your Temperance Teaching. “Compiled by 
Cota Frances Stoddard ....... Ligh) Cas Nceogwaba stones neat 
The: Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. .By H. McAllis- —- 
* ter Griffiths ....... p PUE Pes eR CAeRas hs 100 4548000 ccbecetegs 247 


For Family Worship ....c.s...seccevecees Veoodecevcesegeas 248 













F NONE of us ha@need for anything further, then 

-£ there would be no need of further advertising. But 
now,— well, it is “i “in this paper-goeod. - 
advertising shall serve good uses in helping you to |j- 


. . ftieet your real needs. 








A Parting Prayer 
“By W. M. Czamanske 


HE Lord preserve thee, dearest child, 
“And keep thy conscience undefiled, 
When far from friends and far from home 
Thy youthful feet should rove and roam, 

The Lord preserve thee! 


The Lord preserve thee day by day. 

Thy parents cannot guard thy way ; 

Our prayers shall follow thee instead, 

Like angel-guards to watch thy bed: 
The Lord preserve thee ! 


The Lord preserve thy blood-bought soul, 
Lest waves of sorrow o’er thee roll; 
Thy father’s eye, thy mother’s hand 
Do not extend to yonder land: 
The Lord preserve thee ! 


The Lord preserve thy body pure 
From sin'and shame’s deceitful lure. . 
Thy childlike heart, a priceless gem, 
Oh, guard it as a diadem ! 

The Lord preserve thee ! 









ns 
‘The Divided Key 

God will not do certain things apart from our- 
selves. He has chosen to commit himself to his chil- 
dren as his co-workers. A Philadelphia bank is run- 
ning a striking advertisement illustrating and explain- 
ing “The. Divided Key —one part useless without the 
other part. For two persons having joint control of 
securities.” The picture shows the two separate parts 
of this clever invention, each by itself, and then the 
two brought together and fitting one upon the other 
so that, united, they form what looks like the usual 
flat key of a safety deposit box. Either of the two 
persons controlling the securities in such a box may 
take his part of the key and try to open the box, with- 
out result. But when the two persons go together, 
and -unite their two parts of the key in the exact fit, 
the box instantly opens for that key. May we say that 


“you have good fruit! 


the will of God and the will of a child of God are 
the two parts of the divided key which alone can un- 
lock certain priceless securities that he would use in 
the interests of his children? As we yield our will 
wholly to his will, these two parts of the otherwise 
divided key are brought together, and then treasures 
indeed. are released. Shall we not see to it that, so 
far as we are concerned, the portion of the key that 
God has placed in our stewardship, our will, shall 
always be in his hands for him to unite with his will 
for his use at any time and at all times? Wherefore 
“present yourselves unto God, . .. and your members 
as instruments of righteousness unto God.” 


=< 


The Modernist’s “Orthodoxy” 


Why do most Modernists wish to be known as 
conservative? It is a strange phenomenon. They 
are rejecting, at heart, the faith which they cling to 
as a cloak, a covering. The Moderator of the Gen- 
eral’ Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (North), 
Dr. Charles F. Wishart, for example, is a Modernist, 
who threw his influence and. his vote on the side of 
Modernism at the historic meeting of the Assembly 
last spring. Yet he would like to be considered a 
Conservative. He was quoted, at that time,.as saying: 
“IT would be considered probably as a Conservative as 
regards my theological views, but I think Christian 
people should be tolerant of differing opinions on re- 
ligious doctrines, so long as.they do not represent an 
abandonment of fundamental Christian principles of 
character and. service.” Not a word about belief! 
The root is unimportant, says the Modernist, provided 


“= 


Will the Millennium Be a Failure? 


- No one but God knows how exceedingly sinful 
sin is, Perhaps the most startling evidence of the 
sinner’s natural incorrigibility will be seen in the fail- 
ure of. the Millennium. Many people think that the 
Millennium, which will be ushered in by our’ Lord’s 
return to this earth, will be the end of sinning and 
trouble. Far from it, says God’s Word. It is true 
. that, under the righteous reign of Christ, Eden condi- 
tions will be restored, and righteousness will be in 
control of the whole earth. Marvelous blessings will 
follow, described in glowing terms in the prophecies of 
the Old Testament and the New. Satan will be bound 


and -shut up, unable to deceive the nations as he has 
been doing since Adam’s fall. Christ, not Satan, will 
be, then, the God of this worJd. But there will be 
a last test of the heart of the natural man, and that 
test will end in complete failure, as always before. At 
the end of the Millennium Satan will be permitted to 
tempt men again. As he makes his last appeal to men, 
the number of those who will follow him, in rejection 
of Christ, “is as the sand of the sea” (Rev. 20:8). 
Then wili follow the final conflict between Satan and 
his followers, and God. It will end in Satan’s last 
defeat, and his being cast into the lake of fire, to be 
followed there by all who have followed him instead 
of Christ. The Millennium will end in failure, so 
far as the natural man _ is concerned, in spite of the 
personal presence of Christ, and a perfect environ- 
ment, here on this earth for a thousand years. As 
we face these terrible facts, we may well exclaim with 
the apostle, as we think of man, “Where is boasting 
then? It is excluded.” But what a God and Saviour 
we have, who can save even such men, when they 
abandon their own righteousness and accept God’s 
righteousness as a free gift, by faith in Christ. 


a= 
Sufficient 


_ To be satisfied, and to be sated are two very dif- 
ferent things. We can be sated with things that do 
not satisfy. We often have enough, and more than 
enough, of things which we supposed would satisfy us 
when we had them: then they have come into our 
lives, and we were as ungatisfied as ever. A Chris- 
tian man who ‘known Christ as Saviour for man 
years, but who in, mi age. came to trust Ch 
as his wholly sufficient Lord, said that now for the 
first time.in his life he knew the meaning of the wotd 


._ “satisfied.” Christ satisfied him. . Before that time 


he had never been satisfied with anything or. any cre. 
Another man, much younger, gave this testimony at 
a conference: “The only time when Christ was not 
enough for me was when I didn’t have enough of 
him.” Many a Christian has to admit that the words 
“sufficient” and “sufficiency,” in connection with Christ 
and the grace of God, have only a hollow, unreal 
meaning. They may believe, with their heads, that 
his grace is sufficient for them; but they are far from 
satished. The trouble may be that Christ has‘ not yet 
been permitted to have sufficient of them. And “suffi- 
cient” on both sides means all. Only when our Lord 
has all there is of us can we have all there is of him, 
—his “fulness.” 


eee Martyrdom in Madagascar 


promised guerdon of those who leave the 

precious things of life for the sake of the 
Kingdom of God. The Church has experienced the 
surety of. the promise. What has not come to it out 
of the mission field in the way of encouragement, in- 
spiration, and fortification of faith! In this life a 
hundredfold are repaid. In running through M. Gus- 
tave Mondain’s history of Protestant missions in Mad- 
agascar 1 the writer came upon a remarkable docu- 
ment of sixty pages imbedded in the heart of the book, 
a moving native account not hitherto accessible to the 
outside world, of the Malagasy persecutions of the 
last century. We give our dollars to missions: Mis- 
sions. give. us back priceless narratives like this. 

The fact that the teaching of Christ awakens such 
cruelty and hatred is téstimony to the reality of the 
warfare he is making on the kingdom of Satan. The 
continuity of persecution argues a real conflict in the 
spiritual world, of which these incidents are but a re- 
flection. Paul identified demonism with idolatry. 
Were not the Christian Malagasy of the nineteenth 
century at grips with the same demonic power which 
cast the three into the furnace of fire? The scene on 
the plain outside the Malagasy capital suggests it. 


: UV frronisea more in the present time,” is. the 





1This stirring account of Christian faith in heathen 
lands is taken from “Un: Siécle de Mission Protestante 
a Madagascar,” par Gustave Mondain. (Société des Mis- 
‘sions Evangeliques, Paris, ten francs.) 


The queen’s proclamation for the idols and against the 
idol-rejectors vividly recalls Nebuchadnezzar’s image 
of gold on the plain of Shinar, that earlier féte of 
paganism. Cannons saluted, drums rolled, fifteen thou- 
gand fired salvos, one hundred and fifty thousand peo- 
ple foregathered at the assigned place. Criés were 
heard everywhere of “Crush them,” “Tear them in 
pieces.” The messengers of the palace read the proc- 
lamation. It glorified the queen and denounced the 
spiritual rebels of the realm: 


“They shall not denounce fetishism, ridicule divina- 
tion, destroy the graves of the Vazimba. How dare 
they declare the idols powerless? Have these- not 
—* and maintained my predecessors, the twelve 

ings? 

“As to baptism, prayers, Sunday-keeping — how 
many masters has this land? Am I not sole sovereign 

ere! 

“You baptized- folk, adherents of the mission, or- 
ganizers of prayer-meetings, I give you a month to de- 
nounce yourselves. If you wait to be declared I wilt 
exterminate you, I Ranavalomanjaka, a queen whom 
none can deceive. Let none of you think numbers will 
save you, wising the proverb, ‘When you cross the 
river go in bands to escape the crocodile. Though 
you were ten thousand it were the same. Your prop- 
erty is doomed. The list of penalties is made out. 
Have I not forbidden teaching slaves to read? Yet 
you have done. it. Henceforth if I learn of it I will 
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do with the slave as one does with a dog who has 
oo sheep. I will tear out his heart and cut off his 
ead, 

. “As to religion, here is my ultimatum: You may 
direct your prayers to the creator, to the spirits of 
the twelve great princes on earth, to the sun, the moon, 
the twelve hills, the three idols that support the throne. 
Whoever shall attempt to change this shall die.” 


The deed did not wait long on the word. Rafaravavy 
was the daughter of a royal official who was also a 
fanatical pagan. Her conversion was in this fashion. 
Going one day into the forests with her husband to 
buy an idol, the maker invited them in while he went 
to the wood to get his raw material. After shaping 
the idol he lit a fire with the shavings to cook a little 
rice for his guests. Some time after a Christian 
Visiting Rafaravavy, in speaking of the one God, read 
the forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah. The prophet’s 
scornful picture of idol-making recalled vividly to 
Rafaravavy the incident in the woods. Her conscience 
was pricked and she applied for baptism. ‘She had 
been converted by the story of Isaiah's idol-maker. 

When the persecution broke out her position “at 
Caesar’s court” made her a shining mark. On Friday, 
the great market-day, it was announced to the crowds 
that they had the privilege of sacking her home. She 
herself was not informed, but suddenly saw the mob, 
out-of-breath, swarming to her-dwelling. In a mo- 
ment all the furniture and household effects had dis- 
appeared, then the very boards and timbers were 
wrenched apart and carried off until nothing remained. 
The owner was arrested for execution. On her way 
to the hill of execution she calmed her spirit by re- 
peating passages from Isaiah 41:10 to 42:3, “Fear 
not thou, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for 
I am thy God; I will strengthen thee,” and on to “a 
bruised reed will he not break.” 

Durifig the earlier days of the persecution, while it 
was yet possible, the Christians gathered almost. every 
night to pray together. Forty or fifty were often 
found in a house of the Ambatonakanga quarter. While 
the city of Tananarive slept and the watchers answered 
each other in the silence of the night, the Christians 
glided in the shadows of the deserted streets to the 
meeting. One relates that never had he enjoyed such 
peace ‘and ‘happiness as at these times. When it was 
no longer -possible to meet in a common meeting-hall, 
they gathered in the ditches of Ankatso, where they 
remained until they could endure no longer the dews 
and: the chill night air. It was too dangerous to sing 
aloud, so one of the number would play lightly: on the 
valiha, the Malagasy guitar, and the others would 
follow the song in spirit, repeating to’ themselves ‘the 
words. They partook of: the: Lord’s Supper fre- 
quently. ' . 

- At times they had: meetings of. considerable size 
on distant mountaintops. They went: thither by ones 
and twos to escape suspicion, making. long detours. 
Here the Bible was read. There was a great short- 
age of Scriptures. . The queen, as Diocletian before 
her, had*made every effort to destroy the Book as 
the spring and source of heresy. _The Christians 
cope whole books from a single copy. 

uring the decade of persecution, 1840-49, it be- 
came increasingly difficult to conceal themselves, 
Hunted, as partridges on the mountain, they died of 
hunger or fell into the -hands of savage Sakalava, 
who put them into slavery. Fugitives at times were 
so closely followed that they went into the marshes 
and stood in the dense reeds with their heads alone 
above the water. They changed residence incessantly, 
hiding in caves and the shadow of tombs. They were 
whipped and tortured, bound unmercifully until the 
ropes cut into the flesh. After whipping they were 
rolled in the hot sand under a blazing sun, which 
rendered their wounds intolerable. 

It was the eleventh of Hebrews in Malagasy. 

At times groups of Christians were bound. in heavy 
chains and sent from market-place to market-place 
throughout the land where they were exposed to the 
sarcasms and taunts of the heathen. “These are the 
people who pray to the ancestors of the Europeans.” 
In the rainy season they were dispatched into malarial 
regions, Five or six men and women were chained 
together in such a way that they were forced to 
move together, sit down at once, rise at once, walk 
at once. If one were taken sick all had to lie still, 
If one died the rest could not stir until the keeper 
came to cut the head off and remove the body from 
the iron ring. After the dead one had been removed 
from the chain-gang the remaining ones had to 
drag his irons in addition to their own. One of these 
groups arriving at Fiadanana was broken up and each 
individual was tied to a stake. The mob surrounded 
them carrying stones in their clothes. At a given 
signal these stones flew thick as a flock of sparrows. 
When the body of the martyr “was one raw wound” 
(cf. 1 Peter 2: 24, “By whose stripe [molops, singular] 
ye are healed”) they cut off the heads and put them 
on poles. Christians later buried what the dogs left. 

At the burnings of the Christians at Faravohitra, 
crowds of their persecutors stood about them mock- 
ing them with, “Where is your Jehovah? ~ Why does 
he not take you out of there?” The martyrs heard 
them, and one of them answered from the flames, 
“Jehovah is with us and will bring us from this to a 
place a hundred times better than earth.” There 
were relatives and friends in the crowd. The martyrs 
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seeing them smiled and raised their hands in bless- 
ing. It is a memorable thing that here, as so often 
in such cases, groanings and cries were not heard. 
“The four burning alive were as people reposing on 
beds of state.” When the fire reached their knees 
they gathered all their strength to sing together a 
Malagasy hymn of the peace and joy of heaven, Then 
one of them’ pray@t: : 

“Have pity on us, O God. The hour is come on 
which thou hast covenanted with us. Receive our 
souls, for it is our love to Thee that has brought us 
here. May these things not be laid to their account. 
Amen.” - 3 

One of these. martyrs was taken with birth pangs 
and the child was born in the flames to die. there. 

Those who beheld these martyrdoms. were. aston- 
ished at.the courage of the martyrs.. But. what struck 
them as most extraordinary was a bow.in the clouds. 
One had appeared before, at the death.of .Rainitsiheva, 
and again here. Christians and pagans agreed’ that 
at the moment they tied the four victims to the stake 
a fine rain began to fall, across which one could see 
a triple rainbow, one end of which rested on the four 
martyrs of Faravohitra and the other at Ampamar- 
inana. b 

For Ampamarinana was at the time the scene of 
another and. aifferent martyrdom. Fourteen Christians 
with chains so heavy on hands and feet that they 
could not walk were carried on poles as the Malagasy 
transport dead bodies, to the place of execution. ~ The 
gags had been removed from their mouths, and they 
were enabled to sing praises to Christ. At Ampamar- 


inana they were suspended one by one over the preci- — 


pice by a single rope. For the last time they were 
asked if they were ready to give up their religion. 
A single word would have sufficed to save them, but 
not one flinched. The executioners then cut the cord 
and in a moment the body lay crushed at the base 
of the dizzy granite cliff. One of the martyrs was 
caught by a bush half way down. The soldiers did 
not dare descend to him. Hearing their discussion 
the condemned man shouted, “Have no fear. I will 
move myself, so as to fall.” And this he did. 

A spirit of abounding love filled the church. One 
leading Christian who later was martyred divided his 
rice fields into three parts, one for his family, the 
second for the poor, and the third, -which was the 
largest, for Christ, —that is, for the persecuted. 

In spite of the hurricane of persecution the evan- 
gelical churches grew constantly. A new leader, Ra- 
maka, was raised up, a man of splendid zeal, who went 
everywhere confirming the disciples.. One of the 
strangest facts is that this. Christian, under senterice 
of death, actually went into the palace night-times and 
preached the Gospel to the heir-apparent and. his wife. 
His gallantry was repaid. When the queen died this 
crown prince, Rakota, succeeded to the throne, and the 
persecution: ended. ; 
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Will Hell Ever Come to an End? 


Will unsaved persons be delivered from hell after 
they have served punishment for their sins? 

I know a certain sect of Christians who are teaching 
this doctrine. They claim that the expression “for 
ever and ever,” referring to those in hell, is not cor- 
rectly translated, but that it means “ages and ages,” 
and that this means there will be an end some time. 
They say that this is because of the value of the blood of 
Christ and the love of God. 

I think this doctrine is of Satan, for I read in the 
Word of God that the wrath of God akideth on all 
unbelievers after this life is over, and the proof of the 
love of God is that Jesus Christ shed his own precious 
blood on the cross to deliver men from such am awful 
place as hell, but that if they do not believe they must 
go to hell for ever and ever. I shall be glad to have 
your help on this subject—An Ontario Reader. 


If the torments of hell,—-that is, the lake of fire, 
or the second death, — which we are told in Revelation 
20:10 continue “for ever and ever,” have oniy limited 
duration and will come to an end, then God himself 
has only limited duration and- will come to an- end. 
For the original Greek of the expression which is 
translated “for ever and ever” in the passage on the 
lake of fire occurs also in Revelation 4: 9-11, where 
we read of “him that sat on the throne, who liveth 
for ever and ever,’ and that “The four and twenty 


-elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, 


and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, an 
cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art 
worthy, O Lord; to receive glory and honour and 
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created.” 
‘This fact is but one of many found in the Scrip- 
tures which show conclusively that the unthinkably 
awful punishment of those who reject the love of 
God, and the salvation offered through the shed blood 
of Christ, is that they must suffer in hell the terrible 
consequences of their own sin, as declared in the Word 
of God, who himself is love, and who stopped at no 
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sacrifice to save them—if only they were willing © 
be saved. 

What a solemn responsibility this places upon all 
who have received Christ as Saviour, to tell out the 
truth concerning the second death, and the good new 
of eternal deliverance from the wages of sin. ; 

Books: and pamphlets on the subject that will be 
found helpful are the following: e 


“The Spiritual Condition of the Heathen,” by 
Henry W. Frost, D.D. (The China Inland Mission, 
235 West School Lane, Germantown, Pa., or 507 
Church Street, Toronto, 50 cts. a doz., or 5 cts. each). 


“Will a God of Love Punish Any of His Creatures 
For Ever?” by Alex. Marshall (Pickering and Inglis, 
Glasgow, Scotland, or Christian Alliance Publishing 
Co., 3611 Fourteenth Avenue, Brooklyn, 6- cts.) 

“The Truth About Hell,” by C. I. Scofield, D.D. 
(Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1723 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, to cts.). 

“The Wicked Shall be Turned Into Hell,” a leaflet 
by the late Bishop J. C. Ryle (Bible House of Los 
Angeles, 643 South Olive Street, Los Angeles, Cal., 
15 cts. a hundred, or 3 cts. a dozen, postpaid). 





Sodom and Gomorrah— 
Found? ; 


HEN an archeologist can report, “A 
W good time and a fine success,” he is to 

be congratulated. So much unreward- 
ing drudgery has to be gone through with, in 
archeological research, that when success comes 
quickly it is amazingly welcome. 





The encouraging sentence just quoted is in a 
letter to the Editor of The .Sunday, School 
Times, written from Jerusalem, March 11, by 
the Times’ Archeological Editor, Dr. Melvin 
Grove Kyle, President. of Xenia Theological . 

- Seminary. - ae 

Dr. Kyle is a member of the first archeo- 
logical expedition that has ever’ undertaken to’ ‘| 

,» locate. Sodom and, Gomorrah, the Jost “Cities .. 
. of the Plain.”, The actual .work.on the field... 
near the lower .end.of the .Dead Seay: was done 
between the- middle of. February-‘and the middle 
of March. Dr. Kyle’s first and eagerly awaited. 
article recounting the results has come with 
‘his letter: quoted above, and will be published 
exCMsively in next week’s issue of The Sunday 
School Times. It is of picturesque and thrill- © 
ing interest, describing the earlier stages of 
their journey from Jerusalem, down the famous 
Jericho Road, across: the Jordan.to the Land 
of Moab, and then their search for the Kir of 
- ancient Israel, — probably the place where Ehud © 
slew Eglon, King of Moab, —the terrible ac- 
count is in the third chapter of Judges. 


Well, they, found it, with pottery dating back 
thirteen hundred years before the time. of 
Christ! : ; 


Meantime an Associated Press dispatch has 
been appearing in the newspapers, from St. 
Louis (the home of Xenia Seminary), quoting 
from a letter received there, and stating that 
“the region of Sodom and ‘Gomorrah is deter- 
mined. Graves of a cemetery there yielded fine - 
pottery of the days of Abraham and the ‘glory 
of Sodom.’ Dr. Kyle writes that the mysterious 
rising of the Dead Sea can now be explained, 
and the Biblical story. of the destruction of So- 
dom and Gomorrah is fully confirmed, but with- 
holds details of his discoveries.” 


Those details of this epoch-making discovery 
will be given directly to readers of The Sun- 
day School Times in Dr. Kyle’s forthcoming 
articles, of which the first is now in hand for 
publication next week. 


Have you friends, — pastors, Sunday-school 
‘teachers, and others,— who would be profoundly 
grateful to you for making sure that they se- 
cure these utterly unusual and exclusive arti- 
cles by Dr. Kyle? A _ twenty-five cent ten- 
weeks’ “Get Acquainted” subscription to the 
Times, sent at once, will secure the first of his 
articles and such others as may come during 
that period. Such subscriptions should specify 
that you wish them commenced with the Kyle 
series, and be sent to-The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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| Modernism’s Menace to Love and Marriage 


Does the Higher Criticism threaten only our religious life ? 


From a Pastor’s Observations 


| 














the effect of Modernism in church and state, 

but practically nothing has been said as to the 
effects on the home and in matters of love. It is 
not my purpose to deal with theory and imagination, 
but’ to write from experience. I have not even looked 
for examples; they have been forced 7. me as part 
of the experiences of a busy pastor. Their very fre- 
quency has demanded attention. 

It has been my good fortune and pleasure to deal 
with a large number of young people, and I praise God 
that they have trusted me with the utmost confidence, 
and sought my assistance in their innermost heart and 
life problems. I would not under any conditions di- 
vulge a single name at the risk of an embarrassment, 
nor would I use an incident that would be so openly 
known as to result in the same way. I feel free to 
take the following typical examples because the true 
Christians concerned make no secret of the cause of 
their heartaches and would, I am sure, be willing to 
have their names published if in that way they might 
help others under similar conditions. 3 

A woman, born of God and with a warm Christian 
heart, should not be unequally yoked with a Modern- 
ist. I say woman, for it has been my experience, ex- 
cepting one striking example, that Modernism 1s 
mainly a male malady. Thus it has seemed to me, at 
any rate. But be that as it may, the marriage of a 
wholly believing Christian and a Modernist is not a 
union such as God intended. . But examples are better 
than conclusions. 


The Inevitable Parting of Faith and Unbelief 


When I came to know Mr. A. and Miss B, he was 
twenty-two and she was nineteen. They had met each 
other in college the year before. It was love at first 
sight, and there seemed to be no reason why it should 
not be. that way. Their devotion was the ardent 
and exclusive kind, and led to an immediate engage- 
ment. She was naturally refined and modest, and to 
that Christ had added the graces of the Spirit. Her 
faithful devotion,in Chrfstian service was beautiful 
to see. She loved on the same plane, and what she did 
for divine love she also did for human love. Her 
character was such a simple unity as to leave no sug- 
gestion of hypocrisy. : 

Her lover was nevér her equal spiritually, and was 
not at home. in the things of the Spirit. His#religion 
was a matter of principle based on expediency and 
visible results. Modernism furnished him with a jus- 
tification for such an attitude. It offered him a career 
along the lines of his tendencies. In school he came 
under a professor of like thinking who encouraged 
him to believe that Christianity must be restated to 

»suit the modern mind. This we know is the same 
thing as saying that it must be restated to suit the 
fleshly” mind. ‘ 

Miss B, for the time being, seemed to be wholly 
ignorant of the trend of matters. She was innocently 
trustful and went steadily on preparing for the posi- 
tion of minister’s wife, since her lover was pledged 
to the ministry. °He developed more and more into an 
ardent Modernist. It was socn’ plain to see that he was 
less adroit in his hypocrisy in her presence, and grew 
coldly indifferent to some of her dearest’ convictions, 
or rather spiritual tastes. He tried to show her, even 
by rude surprises, that the cold heights (?) of his 
intellectualism would neither grow, nor tolerate, the 
spiritual flowers that she ioved. Furthermore he was 
sure that his religion was of a saner and more ad- 
vanced quality than hers. He wounded her in the in- 
terests of “truth.” He wanted her broad-minded. 
But how spiritually blinded that young man was! 
She, even with a heart that was growing apprehensive, 
went on with the most unselfish and effective devotion, 
in her Christian service, to Christ, She did things be- 
cause she loved to do them without the slightest thought 
of reward or recognition. In the meantime he failed 
utterly in two student pastorates, and talked about not 
getting his rights, and about not being appreciated by 
either officials or congregations. He wanted a chance 
to preach to an intellectual church. His people tired 
of his bigotry and husks and left him to talk to empty 
scats. ¢ 

Miss B’ is now teaching, and her lover is still in 
school. She knows the difficulty in its deepest mean- 
ings for their future. The rich quality of their early 
courtship is already gone. It seems but a question 
of time until the young man — unless her prayers pre- 
vail — will lose his life work as he has lost his faith. 
Either that, or he will continue in his fruitless farce 
involving the defeat of his future wife as well as his 
own, a 

Another instance: The Rev. and Mrs. C. moved to 
our city on a leave of absence from the active pas- 
torate. He said that he needed rest and that his wife 
needed it more than he. However, neither showed any 


W: HAVE had continuous discussions as to 


“unless I teach the things of my experience? 


A disposition on the part of many earnest Chris- 
tians to tolerate much of the so-called “liberal” 
teaching and preaching in our colleges and pulpits, 
and to take a neutral position toward both Mod- 
ernists and those who are standing for the his- 
toric Christian faith, is often the result of failure 
to sense the danger of diverging from God’s Word 
even on seemingly unimportant details. It is 
when we realize the insidious temptation and its 
far-reaching effect on all that concerns life and 
happiness now and hereafter, that we see that 
there can be no neutral position, no middle ground. 








evidences of exhaustion. Soon rumors that they had 
failed began to come. The wife took every oppor- 
tunity to express her faith im Christ, and never of- 
fered a prayer without praying for those who have lost 
the love of the Lord and his work. The husband 
rarely attended services. As I had opportunity to talk 
with him I began to discover the truth. ‘He was the 
subject of her prayers, and not only had he lost his 
love, but was also adrift on matters of faith and be- 
lief. He was not an independent thinker, but just a 
follower. I have noticed that men of ‘independent 
minds, who take the way of rationalism, have a cer- 
tain inventiveness and. freshness that is novel, and by 
its very brilliancy hides the real condition of their 
hearts, making them very attractive to the popular 
audience. But the men who lack this quality of mind 
merely ape their masters and become the most insipid 
and uninteresting of all preachers. Such men are left 
without faith or following. Such was the Reverend Mr. 
C. He had admired noted rationalists and read their 
books until his faith and originality were gone. As a 
result, he was stranded in the early years of his career. 
He was financially embarrassed and proud, and home- 
sick for God and his work. His wife knew the secret of 
the trouble, and I never knew any one to pray harder, 
or seek more to live a real Christian life before an- 
other, in order to win that one to Christ. Their. home 
was a chaos of disappointment and uncertainty. And 
—_ a minister loses his home-haven it is a grave 
oss. : 

More tragic than these is the case of Miss M. She 
came into my study and gave me the following sur- 
prising. revelation of her life. She had always ap- 
peared so openly simple in her faith that I never sus- 
pected that she knew anything about the modern con- 
troversies in theology. “I have to write a letter,” she 
said, “and to get your help I shall have to tell you 
abcut myself.” - 


Engaged to a Modernist Medical Missionary 

With that introduction she told me é6f her engage- 
ment to a young medical missionary now on the field. 
His father is connected with a great university, which 
has often been under fire for its .rationalistic teach- 
ings, and is himself a producer and disseminator of 
rationalistic literature. .The son had been trained as a 
Modernist and seems to be at home in it. He is the 
only son and pride of his father, and when he became 
engaged the father adopted Miss M as the daughter 
he had always wanted. One of the first investigations 
he made was as to her Christian beliefs. He dis- 
covered that she had been thoroughly trained and 
grounded in the real Christian faith. She had that 
simple straightforward trust that does not question. 

The father, of course, thought that to be the wrong 


attitude for the young lady who was to become the ~- 


wife of his “advanced thinking” son, so he proceeded 
to “enlighten” her in preparation for her life work. 
This process began when he visited her and her par- 
ents in their home. The process continued through 
tracts and numerous letters. It was one of these let- 
ters that I was asked to assist in replying to. 

The letter itself was not unusual to one who is 
acquainted with modernistic thought. It contained 
the ordinary amount of insinuations against the faith 
and the usual boasting superiority of those who “have 
grounded their faith on a reasonable basis.” But it 
was an unusual letter to Miss M. It held a challenge 
to all that was dear in her teaching and personal faith. 
It put a discard on her home and Christian life, and 
left nothing for her to build her promised home upon. 
“What shall I do?” she pleaded. “This is the fourth 
time he has sent me letters like this, and I have not 
answered them. I must have help.” 

Then she went a step farther. “I know thinks 
the same way. At first we did not talk religion, but 
now we do, and he writes things that I cannot agree 
with at all. We do not quarrel, but he seems to deny 
so many things that are just life to me. I know he is 
under his father’s influence. How can I ever make him 
see as I do? Howcan I ever teach in a mission wes 

at 





shall I write to his father?” 


As I sat there listening I dreaded to think what 
the tender nature of that girl would probably have 
to suffer. She was facing the future with two men 
who were intellectually her superiors, and who were 
likely to | aed coldly indifferent to the dominating 
passions of her life. The issue is yet to be seen, but 
it takes no prophet to foresee the domestic unhappi- 
ness under such ‘conditions. 

The last that I shall mention is Miss S. I met her 
widowed mother on the street, and she stopped to 
tell me that her daughter was coming to see me; and 
then she added with tears: “Daughter has had a great 
sorrow, and if she is not able to control herself suffi- 
ciently to talk with you about it, please give her an- 
other chance. Let her come again.” 

Miss S. came that afternoon. How she felt can be 
expressed in one of her sentences, “I have nothing to 
do now but just exist until I die.” That from a girl 
with a fine- family heritage, and training, and with a 
mind naturally keen and cultured, means much. She 
said she considered her love affairs too sacred to talk 
hg and would not do so were it not that she needed 

elp. 


Adjusting a Theology to Fit the Occasion 


Her father, just before his death, had been a teacher 
in college. He was also a minister. There came into 
his classes a young man declaring himself an infidel. 
He became fascinated with this teacher, whose influ- 
ence led him to be a Christian. After his conversion 
he began an ardent courtship: with Miss S. which 
soon ripened into an engagement. Then both went 
to another school. -The young man got into social re- 
lationships that led him to neglect his personal rela- 
tionships with Christ, and about the same time he came 
upon the rationalist belief, which furnished him excuses 
for his laxity. He found what has delighted so many, 
and has made rationalism attractive to them, namely, 
that principles can be argued with, changed, adapted 
or suspended to suit the occasion. The presence of 
the living Lord demands obedience, so the young man 
left his Lord for —: 

He began to apply his keen mind toward shaping his 
views to suit his desires rather than Christ’s desires, 
and did it without giving up his preparation for the 
ministry. He had not a little encouragement from 
others who were doing the same thing. He graduated 
with honors from college, and then went to a theolog- 
ical school. Miss S. was with him in the theological 
school, herself taking postgraduate work. But all 
the time they were growing apart. 

It was the old story over again. Since he had 
founded his religion on self the logical procedure was 
to glorify self, and the work of self-advancement be- 
came his life work. The Christ-centered life of Miss 
S did not, of course, tend that way. She felt all the 
time that her lover was giving up the greater for the 
lesser, for she said she knew he was a man of won- 
derful spiritual capacity. They often wefit out to- 
gether, and at such times he began to show the hard 
cruelty of unbelief. Christ in the heart of a true 
Christian irritates the unbeliever even though he is a 
lover. She sensed the situation, and tried hard to 
please, but he grew more and more critical. And when 
I asked why he criticised, her reply showed that what 
her lover disliked in her were the things that grow 
out of devotion to Christ. They were the things that 
irritated his devotion to self. 

Their engagement became a mere technical arrange- 
ment. He gzaduated, winning a scholarship to Europe. 
He had been there one year when Miss S came to see 
me. She told me of his last letter, the climax of her 
disappointments. He had broken their engage~ent. 
Miss S. sat there and wept. She had wept for days. 
“It is not,” she said, “that I am so much concerned 
just for myself. ’s life work is at stake. It is 
not that he does not love me that the engagement is 
broken. He is deceived. He has read too much 
Nietzsche. *%» is so b ‘lliant that he has been led 
to believe that he must have a brilliant career. He 
thinks that I will not fit in that career. Oh, I know 
he has a great capacity for spiritual things, and he 
should see that he has a larger future in that way.” 
It was the most pathetic wreck of love I have ever 
witnessed. 

But was it not better, infinitely better, than that 
these two, or any two, should go on in &n attempt to 
be unequally yoked together? Before it is too late, 
may-God guide every such young man and young wo- 
man away from such a heart-breaking union. 


“Evolution and the Supernatural,’ by Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, showing the effects of the acceptance 
of the evolution theory on Christian faith and life, 
may be had from The Sunday School Times Company 
at only 25 cents. 
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They change some Easter programs 















(Concluded from last week) 


O THEY came, day after day, representatives 
from every church in town, the fashionable ones 
who thought most of Easter decoration first, then 
the poorer ones from struggling societies.’ In only 
two or three cases could the applicants tell at once 
how many conversions their church had claimed dur- 
ing the past year, — and where they could, it was with 
bitter regret that the number was sq pitifully small, 
“= three or four perhaps, for a year’s harvest. — 

nce a young reporter who had heard something 
about it dropped in to ask for the facts of the case. 
A frank-faced boy he was, not yet soured by the 
world’s follies, and he heard Uncle Zadok’s brief 
Story with interest. shia, 

rh co you've set the folks to thinking,” the boy 
said half laughing. “My, they are beauties! Will 
you have enough to go around?’ 

“Plenty,” said Uncle Zadok, sadly. “There aren’t 
even as many called for as I hoped. No, I can’t let 
yen see the list, sonny. It isn’t one to be proud of. 

he Lord’s people ought to be doing better. How 
many. does your church claim, if that’s a fair ques- 
tion ?” 

The young reporter fairly blushed. “Oh, I don’t be- 
long to any church,” he said hastily. “My mother 
was a good Christian, but I—oh, well, you know we 
young fellows don’t care for church-going much.” 

“That’s a pity,” said the old man softly. “The 
Lord has need of you. I think you’d make a splen- 
did Christian worker.” 

“Believe on my soul he wanted to trap me and 
make room for another lily ip his old church,” the 
young reporter told himself, as he hurried away. 
‘Guess I’ll look around Easter morning and see where 
all. those lilies arg.” 

‘He was not. the only one who made that resolve. 

The latest application of all was made on the very 


eve of Easter. It was growing dark Saturday night 


when .a roughly-dressed man entered, the shop and 
asked with some embarrassment, “Is this where the 
man gives out lilies for every convert made this year? 
Got any left, or are they all spoken for?” . 

“Plenty left, I'm sorry to say,” was the prompt 
answer. 

“Well, I don’t know as we've any real claim to any. 
We're not really a church, we only meet in an empty 
store-room that we rent. And we don’t go much on 
fancy Easter programs, — but I thought maybe you'd 
like to know that we've had some genuine conversions 
down our way.” ; 

“Good for you, brother. That’s just what I was 
longing to hear. Tell me all about it, if you've time.” 


be ELL, it isn’t a church really,—not yet. If 

we do as well another year as we have this, 
we'll think about getting a-preacher. At present, we 
only have prayer-meetings,—.prayer and_ praise. 
They’re grand, though. Wouldn’t trade ‘em for 
the finest regular service in town, pipe-organ, ser- 
mon, choir, and all. Tell you, heaven gets mighty 
near wheh Grandma Snow or Sister Lois is 
praying. It’s them that’s running the thing, you 
know, —the rest of us just help. Grandma Snow 
is the real old-fashioned kind of Christian,— the kind 
your mother was, you know, that believed every word 
of the Bible and lived up to it: She came to look 
after her little grandchildren when their mother died. 
She and Miss Lois got together, — Miss Lois is lame 
and sews for a living, but she’s an angel if there ever 
was one, — and they got to praying for the poor souls 
around there. Then they got in some more women 
that had been Christians once, and they all went to 
praying. They kept it up till they had something to 
praise for, then they began praising. And it’s been 
just pray and praise ever since. 

“At first we met in Grandma Snow’s little room, 
but we soon got that too crowded. Then we rented 
the empty store. Sometimes we fill that pretty full. 
And of course we have meetings at the houses where 
anybody is sick or in trouble and will have us. And 
twice a week we go to sing and pray with the poor 
fellows at the jail, —at least, Grandma Snow and Sis- 
ter Lois always do and as many. more of us as can. We 
got six of our converts there.” 

“You haven’t told me yet how many converts you 
reckon,” Uncle Zadok reminded him. 

“Well, —we can’t be right sure of but fourteen. 
You see, five of the fellows have gone away, and 
though we hope they’re holding out, we don’t know, 
and three backslid. .That’s nothing wonderful, when 
you consider the temptations. We haven't given *ém 
up. Grandma Snow, she’s praying for ’em like: forty, 
and she believes they'll come through yet. And there's 
half-a-dozen more we are after,—hope we'll get 
some of ’em to-morrow, but of course you can’t tell, 
It may be weeks yet. 

“And the children are getting more like what 
children ought to be and not so much like imps of the 
pit as they were. Only children, you know, you 





A Cobbler’s Lilies 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES ' 





By Ada E. Ferris. 


moraines saan 








t expect them to be grown-up saints all at once. 
They’ll come to it, though, if we keep on praying. 
And about a dozen more that wasn’t working at their 
religion. any to speak of till these prayer-meetings 
starteg up,—still you couldn’t call them converts. 


e They were Christians before, after a fashion, enough 


to get them into heaven, I suppose, but not enough 
to make them much good down here. But if you want 
to see ’em, I can show you fourteen that were dead and 
are alive, —and not one bit afraid to tell it either. 

“Not that I’m begging for a_whole handful of 
your lilies,” he added hastily. “But I just thought 
if you was ‘so interested in converts, maybe you'd: 
like to know about these. We're not really a 
church, we've no building, no choir, no preacher. 
Sometimes I wonder if that’s not one .reason we've 
had such glorious success,— I mean, while the big 
churches were trusting in their great preachers and 
trained choirs and pipe organs and such to draw the 
people in and then appointing committees to do the 
work, we were trusting in the Lord and every one 
of us just trying to do all he could—in the Lord. 

“We haven’t made any fancy Easter program. We 
meet our Lord every Sunday in the year, and we 
can’t think any more of him to-morrow than we do 
other days, — he’s our life all the time. And I don’t 
want to rob other folks that care more for these things 
than we do. Still, if you had plenty, I would like 
one or two. You see, we're all poor folks, and the 
children never saw any flowers that fine.” 

Uncle Zadok’s face was shining. When he could 
speak, he said simply: “You shall have your full 
fourteen, brother, and God bless you all.” 


HERE were Easter services in every church in 
town that year,— special music and fine floral deco- 
rations,— but when acquaintances met that afternoon, 
they did not speak of the solo or the sermon. They 
asked, “Which church did you attend? How many 
lilies: did they have?” . 
For the story of Uncle Zadok’s lilies, written up in 


the young reporter’s best style, had been the feature 


of the morning’s News. : 

At St. Paul’s Church the altar was banked with 
imported Easter lilies, pure and fair, — but many only 
commented, “Not one Auratum lily? Not one?” | 

At Fifth Avenue they had two glorious blossoms, 
but 'the pastor said with intense feeling, “Only two, 
brothers and sisters,—only two! God helping us, 
let us try to make it ten times two in the coming year.” 

At St. Andrew’s Church the old minister, holding 
up a single splendid lily, made an impassioned ap- 
peal: for more earnest work the coming year, clos- 
ing with a pathos that touched every heart: “Perhaps 
it is true that you would do better with a younger man. 
But, brethren, beware lest the Lord look down seek- 
ing fruit from this church, and seeing, on all this ap- 
parently flourishing branch, but this one fruit, ‘shall 
say in sorrow and disappointment, ‘It is a church that 
has outlived its usefulness. Cut it down; why cum- 
bereth it the ground?’ 

“Oh, brethren, shall we not resolve that by the 
grace of God, whether I am with you or not, we will 
strive to work in his vineyard more faithfully and 
effectively henceforth?” 

In three other churches the pastors, leaving the 
customary Easter program, turned their sermons into 
strong appeals that on this day the Lord might indeed 
arise for them,—rise from the tomb in which their 
own worldliness and unbelief had immured him, and 
rs forth to make their lives henceforth a power for 
g' Pa. 


4¢— OOK, brothers!” said the minister at Grace Church 
(as reported in the News to be read all over the 
town next day), “seven lilies! Only seven! That 
means that this church has been instrumental in sav- 
ing only seven souls this last year. You may say, 
‘Who can estimate the value of those seven souls? 
It was worth all our labor had we saved only one!’ 
That’s true, brother, — but who can estimate the value 
of the souls we didn’t save? \|We saved seven, — 
there were seventy or more that needed saving, — 
and who knows but we might have done it if we 
had every one of us worked as hard as we would 
to carry an election in which we were interested? As 
for saying we couldn’t have done more, that’s non- 
sense. What! A church of about three hundred 
members honestly work for a whole year, ant not 
able to save more than seven souls? When an om- 
nipotent, omniscient Father has promised to give them 
all the assistance they need? Impossible! : 
“Brothers, over in Korea they will not admit a 
man to the church till he has brought a soul to Christ. 
Over there they think that the church is the represen- 
tative of Christ, and he who would stand before the 
world representing our Lord must first prove himself 
ready to be used by Christ. What would the Chris- 
tians of Korea think of us? Worse yet, what does 
the Master think of us? Three hundred professed 
Christians, and in a year’s time we have done no 


APRIL 12, 1924. 


moré than this for his s glory and for the salvation of 


‘ those for whom he di 


“We have a fine new church-building, brothers; 
we have cathedral windows and a great organ, — but 


there was‘a church of old to whom the Master sent - 


word, ‘Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest 
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and r, 
and blind, and naked. . . . I will spue thee out of ae 


“Brethren, in God’s name I appeal to you, let us 
unite in strong prayer on this glorious Easter morn- 
ing, that this church may arise from her death-like 
torpor, roll away the stone of worldliness, cast off: 
the sloth and self-seeking which have wrapped her 
like grave-clothes, and come forward to do the work 
a es and salvation which God has entrusted. to 

er Ss. 


&T TNCLE ZADOK,” said the young reporter, com-. 
F ing into the little cobbler shop the next morn- 
ing, “it’s my honest belief that if you offer a lily for 
every. convert next Easter, you'll need a lot more 
than were called for this time.” 

“I hope so,” the old man said. “Did you see any 


“Did I? : Two or three of us fellows made.a busi-- 


ness of hunting up those lilies yesterday. And if it’s 
any satisfaction to you to know it, you’ve the good 
folks of this: town tremendously stirred up. You 
wouldn’t have believed that a couple of dozen flowers 
could make so much excitement. It’s almost equal 
to a murder trial. Why, at two churches they held a 
regular altar service over them, —over the ones they 
didn’t get, I should say. ‘Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow, they toil not, neither do the 
spin,’ but when they take to preaching, — whew! I'll 


never see one again without feeling as if it were-call-— 


ing me to come and be saved. 

Uncle Zadok laid his hand gently on the young 
man’s arm. “I’ve got some yet,” he said softly. 
“Won't you let me give you one, my: boy?” 


he young reporter looked at him quickly, then _ 


flushed. “Uncle Zadok, there’s no use trying to get 
around it, I haven’t had a quiet’ minute since I strolled 
into that little meeting where they had fourteen of 
your lilies.’ ‘It wasn’t the lilies, but the folks’ shining 


faces, that got me,, One woman told how her boy .° 


went - wrong and was saved; atid she looked — well, 
just like ‘mother.” - 


Uncle Zadok caught the meaning of the quivering 


voice of-the strong young fellow; he slipped his arm | 
e 


through one of his and led him into the small room 
back of the shop. There they kneeled together. Not 
long after, a real convert left thé old cObbler’s slic. and 


more than one person turned’ to look at the lily and | 
the radiant face behind it. Uncle Zadok watched the 


figure disappear ; then he looked at his lilies, and again 


he entered that small back’ room, and kneeled down 


alone. _ ; 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day i 
"> Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. ._No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I wish you would give me some ad- 
vice. I am an orphan girl. I was educated and trained 
for a Christian worker, in fact, I hoped to go to the for- 
eign field, but could not pass the physical examination. I 
then took up city mission work and believed I had found 
my life work, when it was necessary for me to give up 
my work and come to my home to take care of my parents 
and look after things in general in my home. 

I cannot go back to my former work in a distant city, 
and have a good position in my home city and believe 
the Lord wants me to stay at home. 

I was trained in an old-fashioned Christian home, where 
we had daily prayers and where we believed God rules 
and guides in every affair of our lives; that womanly 
modesty was one of the greatest assets; that virtue was 
a priceless p ion; that freedom from all vice and bad 
habits was the only standard for men and women alike. 

Holding all the ideals of right thinking and living as I 
do, since I came home I became acquainted with a man 
that embodied all my ideals, and he wooed me and won my 
promise to unite my life with his. We were happy, plan- 
ning for the future, but now it seems that a doubt has 
crept into his mind whether or not we ought to marry. 
His love toward me has not changed in the least, so he 
says, but “his conduct toward me is not what I think it 





; should be toward a “promised wife.” 


The Lord has not spoken to me in this regard. We 
went very carefully, and as the Lord seemed to lead, and 
I do not believe the voice is the Lord’s at all, but Satan 
is always on the lookout to spoil our lives and homes, 
and especially where the Lord will be a guest. 

I have no one to whom I can go for advice. As you 
know, this age is not conducive to the sacredness of prom- 
ises or the sanctity of the marriage relationship, or the 


“separation from the. world in the Christian home. 


é . 
I know every one meets her problem sooner or later, in 
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Lesson for April 27 
Books of Amos and Hosea 
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fact, my whole life has been the settling of problems, and 
He led me to gge their solution, and while I am trusting 
him to bring out of this his best for us both, I can not 
get his answer to my prayers. j 

I wish I could tell you just what the love of this good 
man has meant to my heart, almost alone in this great 
world,— but no doubt you know.—A HEART-BROKEN 
ONE. 


Y DEAR HEART-BROKEN ONE: Yes, I do 
know what this means to you! And my sym- 
thies are with you as I kneel in prayer for you. 
€ women who love the Lord know how to love the 
home and the one we look up to for the head of that 
home, and to have it taken from us is a burden in- 
expressibly heavy. : ee 2 

You know as you go on in your Christian life the 
problems will get deeper and more difficult of solution. 
God is leading you a step at a time, and out of this 
corner he will bring you victoriously! It may not 
be in your way or as you would choose, but, believe 
me, he will see you through! 

I do not wonder that you feel you cannot see day- 
light. Whether this man is all you have thought him 
will have to be proved to you by what he does. You 
know there is nothing wrong with your Lord, and 
you know he will not lead one to think one way and 
the other to think another way. No, he leads his 
children not in discord, but in perfect harmony, and 
if your mind is “stayed on him,” your thinking will 
be in accord with your Lord, and you can be sure of 
your next step. 

You know our God is a jealous God and we are 


to “have no other gods before him,” and it may be’ 


you are to find who is sitting on the throne, of your 
heart. We sing, “Help me to tear it from my heart, 
whate’er that idol be,” and the test-eomes to see if we 
mean it. : ei 

You have had a rich experience in your Christian 

life. To uproot you or to in any way disturb you, 
Satan would have to bring some extraordinary tempta- 
tion to your heart and life, and so try to upset you. 
You must.lean heavily on your Father, and draw from 
him wisdom and patience and the power of endurance. 
If you are called to separate, you will need all three, 
and to bear such a disappointment will take courage 
born of God and a closer walk with him than you have 
ever had. Can you change that “d” of disappointment 
into an “H”? No doubt you are called upon to go 
through these days that you may better serve your 
Lord. It is so true, we do not seem to be able to 
work for our Saviour unless we go through suffering, 
but we remember “Though he were a son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered” (Heb. 
5:8). 
You know, my dear, we are never ready to suffer; 
somehow we shrink and fall away from it, forgetting 
that the hand which permits it to come knows what it 
will work in us. We consecrate ourselves to him for life 
and are willing in words to go anywhere, and to suffer 
if it be his will, and when the hour comes, and we 
have it come like a déluge, we try to get from under 
it, and are sure it is not of We just cannot ac- 
cept it, and try to change the conditions so that. we 
may go on in our own pleasure and will. Am I not 
reading our hearts aright? Oh, I beg of you let go, 
and let God settle this thing for you. It may be he 
has ‘other fields of beauty for you to walk in, and 
you may not be able to interpret all that is about you, 
and you cannot see the hidden things of God, Hold 
on to your trust, and do not try to force anything, and 
you will be given to see in his own good time, the 
why of this darkness. . 

I have my misgivings, and mother-like, I woul 
shield you from any unhappiness if I could, but God 
is greater than any mother-heart, and loves you far 
greater than any one else, so keep your trust in_ him, 
for your life would be empty without him. Your 
fellowship has been too sweet in him to turn from 
him or his choice for you. It may he you have taken 
your eyes off God, and have been leaning on the hu- 
man arm. Whatever the cause, God is behind the 
darkness, and will. not let you suffer needlessly. Trust 
him! 

” 


A Boy Gets a Glimpse of Sin 
By M. M. Watling 


UCH a wild, ignorant fellow he was. One won- 

dered, as so often, what had brought him in, for 
unlike many of the visitors he had no thirst for the 
truth. But as we were waiting he explained to an- 
other reader how the worker had found him, some 
weeks ago, lying in the sun slowly burning a beetle’s 
legs off with his cigarette. ‘ ‘ 

To his surprise she had objected to his occupation, 
and objected in such forcible and energetic Arabic 
that, as he put it, “By the time she had finished, the 
beetle and I were about the same!” ‘ a 

God uses many means to draw his prodigals within 
sound, and this special one decided that if this cham- 
pion of beetles had a reading-room open he might as 
well hear what she had to say. ; 

The simple Gospel talk with a new student was just 
over, and also a Bible reading with a recent convert, 
so when the ne’er-do-well lounged i? there was time 
for him, and a special prayer was telegraphed up for 
wisdom to deal with him. 
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He sat there jauntily sure he was a very good fel- 
low, in fact he said as much, free from sin of every 
kind, therefore not needing a Saviour, naturally. 

But the ever-faithful God sent just the message he 
needed. A word on the day of judgment stirred him 
to a frank, “Yes, I am afraid of God, I am afraid 
of man.” Then in a short talk on sin the word lying 
stung him again to attention, and he poured forth his 
own. views on the subject, while we sat listening, get- 
ting fresh insight into the sophistry with which the 
Devil beguiles his victims. The boy almost laughed 
as he said lightly, “How can I help lying? It is not® 
my fault that I lie. If I work for any one and I over- 
sleep or idle in the market-place and arrive late I must 
lie. If I don’t he will be angry and beat me.” 

A few more grave words from the Book and then 
comes another plausible excuse. “I don’t lie from my 
heart, my heart is true, it comes from my mouth only. 
That sort of lie does not matter; God is merciful, 
if I pray and fast and give alms and witness to tha 
one God and his prophet I shall enter heaven all 


ght.” 

“No liar shall enter therein,” stops him for a mo- 
ment, but once more he tries to shake off the words 
that are so pricking. “It is only wicked to lie about 
the things of God; not about the things of the world.’ 

Again with prayer the “sword of the Spirit” is 
wielded, and stern, straight warnings are given that 
pierce through all his poor self-deception, till, quieted 
and awed, he gets a glimpse, for the first time in his 
eighteen years, of what is sin and how a Holy God 
regards it. Then he says, “Rest in peace,” and slips 
away quietly, we hope to think and pray. 

And we look at each other and recognize that 
this poor ignorant boy has voiced the moral code of 
Islam, the canker at its heart. ‘ 

ALcIErs, ALGERIA, 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


And he said unto them, The kings of the Gen- 
tiles exercise lordship over them} and they that 
exercise authority upon them are called bene- 
factors. But ye shall not be so (Luke .22:25). 


S¢TQENEFACTORS” is the Greek euergetoi, those 
who do good. The word appears with great fre- 
quency in the coins and inscriptions of the classic 
world. It is used of Jesus by Peter, “who went about 
doing good [euergeton] and healing all those who were 
tyrannized over by the devil; for God was with him” 
(Acts 10:38). The benefactors of the classic world 
of whom Jesus speaks with a touch of irony were 
wholly other. They were the wicked rulers with 
whose effigies and titles our Lord was acquainted from 
the coins of Syria and Phoenicia circulating in Pales- 
tine. An apposite illustration is that of Gaius Ster- 
tinius Xenophon, body physician to the Emperor 
Claudius whom he afterwards poisoned. He was a 
contemporary of Jesus, and received the title of “Ben- 
efactor” from his native island of Cos, which he had 
favored in various ways. The title precedes his name 
in a fragmentary inscription from Cos. 
New Hampton, N. H. 


Planning Your I}usirations 
By H. Ellis Lininger 


HE best illustrations for most effective use are 

found in the Scriptures themselves. It is well to 
be on the lookout in your reading of the Bible for 
these. If you are reading the Bible in course, and 
have begun the study of your lesson in advance, you 
will find these with little effort. It is well to note 
them and place your notes where they can be looked 
over during the preparation of each lesson. I- have 
found that a large envelope will receive such notations 
and illustrations clipped from time to time, as we are 
reading the magazines, books, and papers. From 
this store many good illustrations may be found. To 
start out on a search for illustrations while you are pre- 
paring the lesson, is a hard task if you haye-no stock 
on hand that has been gathered before. Such contin- 
ual preparation makes teaching a business rather than 
a one day affair. : 
_ I have my “crow quill” pen and “india ink” at hand 
and usé it freely in marking my Bible with such mar- 
ginal references as I may want to use in the future in 
teaching or otherwise, for making notes that will help 
me in teaching the lesson, for writing in meanings of 
words or phrases, for outlining the passage, or for 
any other notes that occur to me to be of permanent 
value in, Bible study. A Bible put through a course 
like this is worth all the helps on the lesson for future 
use. To me, this is the most helpful step in lesson 
preparation. I then have my Bible ready for use in 
the class or future study. This takes time, but is a 
time-saver in the long run. It is the most helpful dis- 
covery I have made in Bible study or lesson planning. 

WIsner, NEB. 
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For Children at Home 





“Rules and Regulations ”* 
By Chester E. Shuler 


RS. BABCOCK’S face wore a troubled frown. 

Her two children, Clyde and Ella, had come 
downstairs ready for school with such untidy appear- 
ance, dirty faces and unpolished shoes, that they had 
had to be sent back “for repairs.” 

“If only Mother could teach you children not to 
come down looking so unpresentable,” she said, as she 
inspected them a second time, and kissed them good- 
bye. “I shall have to think up some method of do- 
ing it, surely.” 

“We don’t mean to be so. thoughtless, mother dear,” 
said Ella, “we just forget.” 

“We shall have to try stopping that ‘forgetter,’ then,” 
replied their mother, as the children scampered off to 
school. 

After the morning’s work had been completed, their 
mother and their sister, Ruth, held a consultation. 

Finally Ruth exclaimed: “Oh, mother, I have it! 
Let’s make rules and regulations for them, which must 


‘be obeyed, under penalty of some sort of punishment.” 


“That might work,” commented her mother, thought- 
fully, “but we would have to make it interesting for 
the kiddies, else it would prove too irksome and the 
would not enter into it in the right spirit.” 

That evening there was a consultation held around 
the library table. 

“Children,” said their- mother, “your sister and I 
have been discussing the matter of your untidy ap- 
pearance this morning. We believe we have a sort of 
game which we can all play at and which will doubt- 
less break you of your bad habit. We thought we 
would all make the plans this evening.” 

Clyde and Ella were interested. “All right, mother,” 
said Clyde, “I’ll be glad if I can remember to do 
these things. We don’t mean to leave our work for you 
to do, but it seems we can’t get up in time to do it, 
or we always forget, or something.’+ , 

All entered into the “game” with considerable zest, 
and before long the following “Rules and Regula- 
tions” had been written out on two large sheets of 
white paper —one to be hung in each child’s room: 
Get up at first bell. 

Turn back covers to air. 

Polish shoes. 

Wash and brush teeth. 

Dress hair and manicure nails. 

Dress. ° 

Hang up night clothes. 

. Open bedroom windows. 

Be down to breakfast as second bell sounds, 

10. After breakfast, go immediately to rooms and put 
away all clothing on proper hooks or in proper drawer. 
Close all drawers and closet doors. Put top of dresser to 
rights. Tidy up room. Make beds. 

11. Before leaving for school, make inspection of lower 
rooms, to see if any of your belongings are lying about; 
if so, put them in their proper places. 

12. If you want anything, do not shout to mother. Go to 
her and ask for it, instead of expecting her to come to you. 

13. Always be kind, courteous, and respectful, as well 
as obedient to mother and father. 


PY AVA D = 


“Demerits” were provided for, as penalties. They 
were to be “worked off” in various ways — usually 
by assignment to some task the offender particularly 
disliked. 

Inspections were to be made ten minutes before time 
to start for school. If anything was stili to be done, 
it must be done in that ten minutes. If it took longer, 
they had to stay just the same and do it, and that 
meant running all the way to school or being late! 

The first few mornings, it was difficult for Clyde 
and Ella to carry out the schedule on time, but they 
entered into the “game” heartily, and did their best. 
In a few days, things began to move smoothly, and 
their mother was much pleased with the results. She 
said it took a load off her, because it lessened her work 
considerably. . 

When rules were violated, “punishment” was given, 
usually in the form of some duty in the kitchen. If 
there was anything in the world Clyde disliked to do 
it was to wash dishes, and that was usually his “pun- 
ishment.” Ella “just hated” to pare potatoes, so that 
proved a punishment severe enough for most of her 
“demerits.” It wasn’t long, however, before the chil- 
dren became so orderly in their habits that not much 
“punishment” had to be given. 

Clyde and Ella did not become “models” right away, 
of course, but the plan worked wonders in their lives, 
and they are thankful for it, because, they say, it has 
taught them habits of tidiness and neatness which have 
been very valuable all through their lives. 

This plan can be worked in breaking many other 
habits, and if any of you children wish to try it, you 
will no doubt find it interesting. I am sure your par- 
ents would not have any objections either. 

HarrisBurG, Pa. 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 27. AMOS AND HOSEA PLEADING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
International Uniform Lesson.—Books of Amos and Hosea. (Temperance Lesson.) 
Golden Text.—Hate the evil, and love the good.—Amos 5: 1§ , 
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The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 

An_ arraignment of “The notable men,” the 
LEADERS! ‘The NORTHERN kingdom had Sa- 
maria for its capital; by which name the WHOLE 
kingdom was often designated, as it was also called 
“Israel” or “Ephraim,” and again infrequently “Jo- 
seph.” The SOUTHERN kingdom had Jerusalem 
for its capital, often called “Zion.” Amos of the 
Southern Kingdom here addresses BOTH. 

Amos 6:1, R. V., Both “Zion” and “Samaria.” “The 
NOTABLE men, to whom the house of Israel 
COME” for advice and counsel, and to whom they 
look up, their rulers!) The responsibility of office and 


authority ! 
.Matthew 23: 13-32, Eight “Woes”! Recall that 


these men were LEADERS, highly esteemed and re-° 


spected! 
Ezekiel 34: 1-10, “Woe to the SHEPHERDS of 


Israel’! 
, Second 

“Complacent”. INDIFFERENCE! 
unmoved, quite serene! 
tion! 

Amos 6:1, “At ease in Zion,” and in Samaria “se- 
lf its MOUNTAIN! Why get excited? About 
what 

Amos 6:6, “And are not GRIEVED_ for the afflic- 
tion of Joseph”! Matthew 25:5, “ALL slumbered and 
slept.” Foolish AND wise! The awakening cry? 
(Matt. 25: 6.) 

Third 


But WORSE! .As it usually is! Indifference to 
the things of God, then excess of SELF-indulgence! 
Amos 6: 2-6, First, They “Put FAR away the evil 
day” —of reckoning; second, “Lie upon beds of 
IVORY,” and “STRETCH themselves upon their 
couches”; third, Eating daintily the “lambs” and 
“calves”; fourth, David used MUSIC to praise God, 
they “Invent for THEMSELVES instruments,” yet 
“like” David; fifth, Not cups, but “bowls” of wine, 
possibly sacred “chalices”; sixth, “Chief oils,” often 
used in the sacrifices, they “Anoint THEMSELVES”; 

seventh, But not “Grieved’’! 
“For 


Matthew 6:24, “CANNOT,” impossible! 


either.” 
Fourth 
The cry of the believing remnant! Ever a REM- 
NANT! 


Uninterested, 
Amid Israel’s tragic condi- 


Hosea 6:1-3, “Come, and let us return unto the 
Lord.” 


Romans 11: 1-5, “At this present time . 


nant.’ 
Fifth 
God’s discouraged lamentation! O Ephraim! O 
Judah! “What shall I do unto thee?” -What else? 
Hosea 6:4-6, Unawakened by “Thy judgments,” 
though as lightning (Job 37:3, 15). “Why more?” 
(isa. 35. 60) , 


Isaiah 5: 1-4, “What more?” 
MARSHALL, TEX. 


+. &@ rem- 


Is this true of us? 


The Message of the Lesson 
By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
I. The Scripture To Be Read 


HESE two prophets are considered together be- 
cduse they were contemporaries and directed their 
messages to the same people,—the Northern 
Kingdom. But it is very striking to notice the differ- 
ence between them. Amos is concerned with law, and 
emphasizes the Divine severity, while Hosea is con- 
cerned with love, and emphasizes Divine longsuffering. 


The Divine Warning (Amos 6:1-3). First comes 
the fact and then the reason for the warning. The 
people were sinfully at ease and felt themselves so 
secure that no one could overcome them. But God 
pointed out that judgment had overtaken other nations 
(v. 2), and there was no reason why it should not 
come to them. 

The Divine‘ Denunciation (vs. 4-6). Here, again, 
there is first the fact, and then’ the reason. The peo- 
ple are described as living in ease and luxury (v. 4); 
surrounding themselves with pleasure (v. 5); indulg- 
ing in intemperance (v. 6); and yet are not at all con- 
cerned with the reai condition of the people. The 
phrase “the ‘affliction of Joseph” is probably to be un- 

e 


. Devetional ing : — 55 : 6-23. 
Exes Matertal : Daniel x: 8-20. 
Memory Verse; We will drink no wine.—Jer. 35 ; 6. 
Junior Topic: Amos Denounces Revelers. 
Lesson Material: Amos 6: 1-6. 
Memory Verse: Jeremiah 35: 6. 
and Senior Topic: The Sine Denounced by Amos 


and Hose 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Sine that Destroyed lerael 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee tor printing in the lesson helps is 
Amos 6: 1-6; Hosea 6: 1-6 


Amos 6:1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and to 
them that are secure in the mountain of Samaria, the not- 
able men of the chief of the nations, to whom the house of 
Israel come! 2 Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from 
thence go ye to Hamath the great; then go down to Gath 
of the Philistines: are they better than these kingdoms? 
or is their border greater than your border? 3—ye that 
put far away the evil day, and cause the ' seat of violence 
te come near; 4 that lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch 
themselves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of 
the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall; 5 
that sing idle songs to the sound of the viol; that invent 
for themselves instrumerts of music, ? like David; 6 that 
drink *wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the 
chief oils; but they are not grieved for the affliction of 


Joseph. 

Hosea 6:1 Come, and let us return unto Jehovah; for 
he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he 
will bind us up. 2 After two days will he revive us: on 
the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before 
him. 3 And let us know, let us follow on to know Jehovah: 
his going forth is sure as the morning; and he will come 
unto us as the rain, as. the latter rain that watereth the 
earth 


40 Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what 
shall I do unto thee? for your * goodness is as a morning 
cloud, and as the that goeth early away. 5 There- 
fore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have ‘slain 
them by the words of my mouth: and * thy judgments are 
as the light that goeth forth. 6 (For I desire ‘ goodness, 
and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than 
burnt-offerings. 5 

10r, sitting *Or, like David’s *Heb. in the bowls of 
wine. ‘Or, kindness ®Or, according to another reading, 

my : . 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








derstood of the actually existing condition of the 
Northern Kingdom, because Ephraim of the tribe of 
Joseph was the most important part of it. 

The Divine Appeal (Hosea 6:1-3). Once again, 
and from an entirely different standpoint, we see first 
the fact and then the reason. The people are in- 


vited to return to God, assured that he will heal, bind ~ 


up, and enable them to live once more (vs. 1, 2). Then 
the second invitation is given to know the Lord by 

rsonal experience (v. 3), and the reason for this 
is that he will bestow blessing which will be like the 
rain that fertilizes the ground. 

The Divine Expostulation (vs. 4-6). Yet again 
comes the statement of fact, followed by the reason 
or explanation. Both parts of the people are appealed 
to: “What shall I do unto thee?” The reason is that 
their goodness was °so transient, nothing lasting- or 
real (v. 4). It was on this account that God had dealt 
with them in judgment (v. 5), for he was not willing 
that they should perish. But they had become purely 
formalistic, thinking that sacrifice and offerings would 
suffice to propitiate God and set matters right. But 
the Lord told them that he desired the true spiritual 
meaning of sacrifice, in the goodness of their life and 
the knowledge of God in their experience.- This is 
what our Lord said of these very Jews ages after- 
wards (Matt. 23: 23, 24). 


Il. The Graded Topics 


As the Topics for Intermediates, Seniors, Young 
People, and Adults are practically the same, it will 
be convenient to look at both themes at once and con- 
sider the sins, denounced by, theSe prophets, which 
eventually destroyed Israel. 

1. The Sin of Indifference. This was seen in their 
pride (8:5) and their oppression of the poor (8:4, 5). 
bing lives of others were nothing to these selfish peo- 
ple. 

2. The Sin of Intemperance. This was shown in 
their greed, luxury (6:4), and drinking (6:6). 

3. The Sin of Impurity. This is seen in their effem- 
inacy (6:6) and in the sensual sins that followed out 
of this disregard of true life. 

4. The Sin of Insincerity. This is seen in the way 
in which they used religion as a cloak for their sins. 
Formalism is often associated with deplorable excesses 
in practical living (Hosea 6:6). 

5. The Sin of Idolatry. This. was the root of all 
the other sins. In their unfaithfulness to God they 
were naturally and inevitably unfaithful both to. their 


own true life and to the interests and rights of those 
around them. 


_ IIL. The Golden Text 


In Amos 5: 15, — “Hate the evil, and love the good,” 
we are impressed with three great truths which are 
specially applicable to to-day. 

1. A Fundamental Difference. The contrast between 
evil and good needs to be emphasized in every possi- 
ble way, especially because of a tendency found in 
certain quarters to disregard evil or think lightly-of it. 
In old days there were those who called good, evil, 
and evil, good (Isa. 5:20). 

2. A Fundamental Attitude. We are to “hate” the 
one and “love” the other, and there can. be no true 
life unless this twofold attitude is resolutely main- 
tained: We must never think or: speak lightly of sin, 
and, in particluar, we must avoid anything like jocu- 
larity when moral questions are involved. “Evil is ~ 
wrought for want of thought, and not for want of. 


heart.” 


3. A Fundamental Reason. Why should we hate. 
evil? Because of God’s attitude towards it. One of 
the most striking descriptions of sin is “this abomin- 
able thing that I hate” (Jer.-44:4). It is the law of 
God which shows the essential difference between evil 
and good, and the more we look at evil from. God’ 
standpoint the more thoroughly we shall be led to take 
up his attitude towards it. 


IV. Devotional Reading 


Isaiah 55 comes appropriately after Isaiah 53, re- 
minding us of the Gospel as first provided and then 
offered. 

1. The Loving Invitation (vs, 1-5). To all the 
world in its need, helplessness, and foolishness comes 
the Divine offer of life, — satisfaction, enjoyment, and 
certainty. And this is to be provided through the Mes- 
siah, who is God’s Witness, Leader, and Commander. 

2. The Earnest Entreaty (vs. 6, 7). Here the peo- 
ple are told what to do, when to do it, how to do #, 
and why to do it. 

3. The Strong Encouragement (vs. 8-13). .God as- 
sures the people of his wélcome (vs. 8, 9), the cer- 
tainty of his grace (vs: 10, 11), and of his abiding and 
abounding blessing to themselves and others (v. 12). 

PHILADELPHIA. in 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks _ 


S HE was telling a friend of a dinner invitation 
to meet a group of Jewish intelligentsia in one of 
the great cities of Russia last summer, the Rev. Henry 
L. Hellyer, Director of the Christian Testimony to 
Jews, was asked if he could bear a testimony to 
Christ on such an occasion. He answered in the af- 
firmative. Seizing’ his opportunity when.one of the 
group asked if he had any remedy to propose for the 
condition of the Jews in Eastern Europe, he replied, 
“Yes, I believe it is in Jesus of Nazareth.” Asked 
by his interviewer if such an answer was tolerated, 
he said the broup only leaned forward to listen more 
eagerly. “I called attention,” he continued, “to the 
fact that when Israel cried unto Jehovah in Egypt and 
later in Babylon, He delivered them. I asked, ‘Is it 
not possible that our age-long present Dispersion from 
Palestine may be due to the fact that our nation failed 
to recognize Jesus of Nazareth when he came claiming 
to be our Messiah?’ A medical man, one of the most 
distinguished in all Russia, answered, ‘Mr. Hellyer, 
there is surely something in that argument!’ ” 

One of the two prophets we are studying to-day 
wrote, “Israel shall abide many days without king, and 
without prince, and without sacrifice, ... pillar, ... 
ephod or teraphim: Afterward shall the children of 
Israel return, and seek Jehovah their God” (Hosea 
3:4, 5). Was not this first of the Minor Prophets 
looking right into our times? 

PHILADELPHIA. e 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


WH: are the prophetical Old Testament books 
called “Major” and “Minor Prophets”? Do the 
terms “minor” and “major” refer to importance or to 
length? 

2. Why did not all Israel’s prophets write their 
prophecies ? 

3. Describe the mission and message of the Old 
Testament prophet. Do you skip the prophetical parts 
in reading the Bible? Why?’ 

4. Do you understand the distinction between the 
two kingdoms, the northern and southern? 











Lesson for April 27 
Books of Amos and Hosea 


5. Can you name the prophets who spoke especially 
to Israel? 

6. What is the primary meaning of the term 
“prophet” ? 

7. Illustrate the special work of a prophet from 
Amos and Hosea. 


8. Date Hosea and Amos by the kings in whose 
reigns they lived. 

9. What was the characteristic feature of the testi- 
mony of Amos 

10. What does Amos say about himself? (Amos 
7:14, 15.) 

11. What was the dominant note in the messages of 
Hosea? 


12. Describe the conditions of life, materially and 
spiritually, in Israel at that time. 

13. To what false conclusions did their physical 
wealth bring Israel, in their thinking concerning their 
nation? 

14. What was the fundamental source of the various 
sins of the people? 

15. Which of the warnings in Deuteronomy, twenty- 
eighth chapter, had Israel disobeyed when Hosea and 
Amos prophesied? What other serious threatened 
curse might have been avoided, if Israel had listened 
to these men of, God? 


.16. Can you make a list of the actual forms of sin 
Amos charged against Israel? Do any of them pre- 
vail among us now? 


17. What was the root sin of the Israelites, accord- 
ing to Hosea? What was God's dual attitude toward 


it ' 
18. What was the result in the life of Israel of 
these two voices sent from God “ - 

19. w is America regardi e voices of her 
trae Serie leaders Po i 

20. Can you draw any parallel between conditions 
in Israel then and in America to-day? 

21. Name other nations besides Israel which have 
fallen from pre-eminence because of excesses. 

¢2. Can you state how.God specially warned them in 
time to have saved them? 

23. What is the most recent and a conspicuous ex- 
ample of this kind? - 


ze Mapp is the first place to begin a national 
reform 

25. How important is the individual in any national 
movement ? 

26, How important is the family? The public 
schools? The colleges? The church? 

27. Does the study of these two men of old 
strengthen your belief that God cares, and cares tre- 
mendously, about national affairs? Note Malachi 3: 
6 in this connection. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Uncle Ezra.—Woe td ... the notable men of the 
chief “of the nations (Amos 6:1). Enter Uncle Wil- 
liam Watson of Meadowbrook, farmer and proud of 
it. But his name to-day is not Billy, but Amos. Like 
most of his class he stands for righteousness. A dis- 
tinguished traveler from England says she found the 
best Amertican life in the countryside (Coatesvilles 
and the Squedunks, although she did not particularize) 
and not in the Bostons, New Yorks, and Washingtons, 
and Chicagos. Bless your heart, isy’t it an open se- 
cret that if it were not for the fresh and righteous 
‘flood of country blood pouring into the great cities, 
they would soon have to take the City out and bury it? 
The whole countryside went “dry” long before the 
poor old City found it out, with all the wonderful 
newspaper Know-it-alls. “Amos” said, “John Bar- 
leycorn must go.” John has gone. His old clothes 
have not yet been disposed of. In our lesson to-day 
we have this Old Farmer telling the “notable men” 
what was coming to them from the “Great White 
Way” sort of life they were leading. Before The War 
the farmer was a favorite subject for the cartoonist, 
and he was served up in the great city newspapers in 
all sorts of sneering and insulting ways. How City 
did laff at Uncle Ezra and cousins Hick and Rube. 
Then City had it brought home to him, that he only 
ate by the grace of Country. The farmer bloc made 
its appearance at Washington, and Uncle Ezra with 
his whiskers does not seem to be as funny as he used 
to be. In Amos’ day, and in this day, it is the man 
who is down next to the earth that can hear the foot- 
steps of the years that are coming. America will al- 
ways be saved (when she is saved) by the hand that 
steers the tractor (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Chron. 26:4, 5, 10). 


_Mr. Notable.—They are not grieved for the afflic- 
tion of Joseph (v. 6). What do the “notable men” 
care? As I write one of them who is quite a rail- 
road man, and who goes to Coeperstown and buys 
four thousand dollars worth of cows, is heading, as 
president, the Anti-Prohibition forces, which cry day 
and night for “beer and light wines.” Yet the pages 
of the history of his road are smeared with blood by 


‘this very booze for which he stands. 
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The complete list of International Uniform Lessons ror 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
t. April 6—The Kingdom Rent Asunder 
1 Kings 12:1 to 16: 28 
2. April 13.—Elijah and the Struggle With Baal. 
t Kings 16 : 29 to 19: 21; chap. 21; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
3. April 20.—Elisha: Teacher and Statesman 
x Kings 19: 15-21; 2 Kings 2 to 10; 13 : 14-21 
Or, Easter Lesson.—The Risen Christ ..... Mark 16: 1-15 
April 27.—Amos and Hosea Pleading for Righteousness 
(Temperance Lesson.) ...... Books of Amos and Hosea 
gs. May 4.—The Assyrian Exile of Israel ..2 Kings 11 to 17 
6. May 11.—Jehoiada’s Victory Over Baal 
t Kings 14:21 to 15:24; 22; 2 Kings 13 and 12 
7. May 18.—Isaiah and the Assyrian Crisis 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps. 36 to 38 
8 May 25.—Jeremiah and the Babylonian Crisis 
Jeremiah 7 : 1-26; 9:1-9; 15:1-10; 18: 4-12; 25 : 1-14; 
26 : 1-24; 36: 1-32; 38 : 1-28 
9. June 1—The Babylonian Exile of Judah 
2 Kings 21 to 25; 2 Chronicles 36 
10. June 8.—Ezekiel Encourages the Exiles 
; Psalm 137: 1-6; Ezekiel 34 
11. June 15.—The Return and the Rebuilding of the Temple 
Ezra 1, 3 to 6 


4. 
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Farmer? 
“Gentleman farmer?” It was “Amos” in the South, 
“Amos” in the East, “Amos” in the West, “Amos” in 
the North that “put ’er across.” Old Mr. Notable did 
not care. Old Mr. Notable never cares—not very 
much — until afterward. None of the world’s great 
reforms ever had its start with Notable. They have 
rarely been a city product. Leg > the wheels of 
Mammon crush, ahd*the liquor of Gambrinus drown, 
and the rocks of Greed grind, what does Old Notable 
care, what has Old Notable done, what is he doing 
now? It is Notable who is news in the papers, and 
it is “Amos” who is game in the papers. It is “Amos” 
without the city. walls,.it is “Amos” on the Rural De- 


livery, it is “Amos” at the cross-roads who saves the - 


country — when it is saved. Yes, the folks of the 
strawride, the strawberry festival, the huskin’ bees, 
the Sunday-school “celebration,” are the nation savers, 
and the “notables” of the masquerade,_the hunt ball, 
the. assembly, the theater party — with their “wet” at- 
mosphere — are those who don’t care and don’t care 
that they don’t care. 


Mother.—O Ephraim, ...O Judah, what shall I 
do unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, 
and as the dew (Hosea 6:4). After Amos comes an- 
other entirely different type of man. A heavy-hearted 
man whose home had been wrecked by an unfaithful 
wife. How many people who sing the “Star-Spangled 
Banner” know that they come close to a Hosea story? 
John Ruskin was another Hosea. Many a genius 
who knows how to handle his brains does not ‘know 
how to handle his heart. Sir Isaac Newton, good 
and great man as he was, spilled the beans when he 
went courting, because he absent-mindedly took the 
finger of the fair hand he was holding to push down 
the ashes of his pipe, Hosea was a great outstanding 
man. It takes a great man to stand out against a people 
which has taken the bit in its mouth and is tearing 
toward a precipice. They all but killed Jeremiah. 
Please note in the text the sweet note of sorrow. It 
sounds just like Mother when we had been especially 
naughty. When Andy and I had been caught up old 
Mrs. Little’s pear tree with our shirt bosoms full of 
the Bartletts. “Oh, Willie! —Oh, Andy! what shall 
Mother do with you!” Alas, Mother dear, our good- 
ness in those days was very volatile —like the cloud 
and the dew. But Andy has gone, and I am _ here 
writing Sunday-school lessons and Ephraim and Judah 
are all up and down both sides of Main Street. It is 
the same old world, with the same old sin, and the 
same old.need of its Amos and its Hosea and all the 
other preachers of righteousness. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe PRINCIPLE OF CoMPARISON:—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and detect significant lke- 
nesses and differences. 











INCE we have for our study two of the minor 

prophets let us suggest some questions that will 
aim to bring out their messages in a comparative way. 
First, as to the men themselves. Are they of the same 
nation, how do they compare as to occupation, as to 
station in life and domestic relations? Is there any 
difference as to their call to the prophetic ministry ? 
Were they contemporaries, and did they prophesy to 
the same people? Was the scope. of either prophecy 
wider than the other? Can you give a concise state- 
ment of the general purport of each prophecy? Is it 
the same in each case? Is either re optimistic in 
tone than the other? Is there any difference as to the 


No. 


‘ 
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method of imparting the Divine message? If so, was 
it due to the prophet’s own planning or to divine di- 
rection? 

It is suggested that the lesson may be used with 
temperance applications. Is this equally possible with 
either prophecy? Is the selection given in each case 
the best possible if the temperance application is to 
be given? Are there other applications in these proph- 
ecies to present-day conditions? What are they, and 
are they the same in relation to both prophets? Can 
you select another Golden Text from the other proph- 
ecy? Can you recall one from any other Scripture 
expressing the same thought? Which of the two 
prophets is richer in the number of familiar Scripture 
quotations? Make a selection of such quotations froth 
each. Find and compare statements of these two 
prophets relating to the future blessing of the Chosen 
People. 

While such comparative study is likely to exhaust 
the time, it is possible also to extend it to include com- 
parison with the message of others of the prophets, 
especially the contemporary ones. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


HERE is a beautiful divine order in the fact that 

the priest was Israel’s representative before Je- 
hovah, and the prophet was Jehovah's representative 
before Israel. 

Hosea and Amos were prophets who represented Je- 
hovah to the kingdoms and peoples to whom they were 
sent — Hosea of Israel, prophesying to his own peo- 
ple, and Amos of Judah, prophesying both to Israel 
and Judah (Amos 7:14, 15). 

This lesson which selects two brief portions of 
Scripture — one from the prophecy by Hosea and one 
from the prophecy by Amos —cannot be understood 


apart from the whole message of each of these books. 


Hosea and Amos were contemporary prophets and 
their ministries fell within those few years of deep- 
est apostasy on the part of Israel, just before the 
termination of the Northern Kingdom by the Assyrian 


captivity (Hosea 1:4, 5; Amos 9: I-10). 


he portion of the lesson which is from Hosea 
contains one of the most beautiful pleadings of Je- 
hovah through his prophet. It is as though Jehovah 
were broken-hearted over the sin of his people. From 
the later manifestation of the love of God as revealed 
in the cross, we may believe that his heart was yearn- 
“~~ over his people with a measureless compassion. 

The portion of the lesson which_is from Amos, con- _ 
tains the predicted woes that were soon to fall on’ 
that sinful people. Their sin is that they seek every 
luxury and excess: for themselves, but “they are not 
grieved for the afflictions of Joseph.” (Probably the 
word afflictions refers to the division of the kingdom, 
and Joseph is a reference to the ten tribes. See Psalms 
77:15; 80:1; Amos 5:6, 15; Obadiah 18.) . 

Both the prophecies of Hosea and Amos close with 
glowing expectations concerning the final earthly glory. 

Datvas, TEX. 


“ 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
apoceny desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n bs 


For the lesson of December a1 illustrations are_de- 
sired on the -optional Christmas lesson, not on Zac- 
cheus. 





Holding Their Own.—Wo0e to them that are at 
ease in Zion (Amos 6:1). Dr. Len G. Broughton 
tells of a church which reported to its Association as 
follows: “Members received, none. Dismissed, none. 
Died, none. Married, none. Given to missions dur- 
ing the year, nothing. Brethren, pray for us that 
during the next year we may hold our own.”’—From 
“The Revival of a Dead Church.” Sent-by M. B. 
Hutchinson, Zaleski, Ohio. 


Her Rest.—/ . .. will make them to lie down safely 
(Hosea 2:18). In Korea, Grandmother Yu was be- 
ing examined for baptism. “What benefits have you 
received from faith in Jesus?” “Many. I will tell 
you of one; though you do not think it important, I do. 
Before I was a Christian I never slept through a 
night without starting up and lying awake, sweating 
with fear lest the evil spirits were bringing some dis- 
aster on our family or property. Now when the sun 
sets I commit family and possessions all to God, lie 
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down and sleep clear through till morn- 
ing.”—From Korea Mission Field. Sent 
by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Was He a Fanatic ?—Come, and let us 
return unto the Lord (6:1), Rowland 
Hill once said: “Because I am in earnest 
men call me a fanatic, but I am not; 
mine are words of truth and soberness. I 
once saw a gravel pit fall in and bury 
three human beings alive. I shouted so 
loud for help that I was heard at the 
distance of a mile; help came, and two 
of the poor sufferers were rescued. No 
ofie called me a fanatic then.”—Sent by 
J. E. Williamson, Radcliffe, Nr. Man- 
chester, Eng. Prize illustration. 





A Saving Blow.—He hath smitten, and 
he will bind us up (v. 1). In the city! 
of Pottsville, Pa., the broken end of a 
high voltage wire was lying upon the’ 
pavement, along which the engineer, Mr. ' 
Hildebrand, was walking, unmindful of 
the fact. Mr. Schlitzer saw the danger 
and yelled to warn him, but his voice was 
drowned by the noise around, Picking up 
a stone he threw it, and hit Hildebrand 
on the chest. He looked up and avoided 
the wire just as he was about to step 
upon it, With tears streaming down his 
face he thanked Schlitzer for saving his 
life: How often the Lord in the use of 
the chastening rod saves us from some 
terrible calamity—From C. F. Reitzel. 
Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Is There Power ?—Hate the evil, and 
love the good (Golden Text). An offi- 
cer of a Japanese liner was listening to 
an American companion talking about the 
Christian faith. With pathetic intensity 
he broke into the talk with the abrupt 
question, “But is there power to make 
a man live it?” An Imperial University 
man, with characteristic keenness, he 
touched the one critical spot. Happily he 
learned about the Man who died, and 
lived again, and lives, and gives power 
to live it. His face showed something 
new inside. For the rest of the voyage 
he kept bringing men to his friend to 
learn about the power, yes, the Man, that 
can help a man actually to live the thing. 
This is essentially Christianity, Christ is 
“the power of God unto salvation” -and 
transforms lives—Quoted from S. D. 
Gordon, in the Toronto Globe. Sent by 
M. J. James, Toronto. 


Flowers and Weeds.—Hate the evil, 
and love the good (Golden Text). 
“Good actions,” said the pretty Sunday- 
school teacher, “are the lovely flowers. 
Bad ones are the weeds. Now can any 


little boy or girl tell me the difference’ 
“Weeds,” | 


between flowers and weeds?” 
said little Louis, who for many days had 
been struggling manfully ‘with the sorrel 
found in his mother’s garden, “are the 
plants that want to grow, and flowers 
are the ones that don’t.”.—From 
Country Gentleman, Quoted in the Ep- 
worth Herald. Sent by W. J. Hart, D. D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


From the Platforin 
‘ By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for every arousement from 
selfish ease whenever we have been guilty 
of that sin. We thank thee for the many 
reminders we have concerning the deep 
needs of those around us. Quicken our sen- 
Sitiveness, we pray thee, to that which is 
wrong, and may we not condone unright- 
eousness, especially in ourselves. Forgive 
us if we have become unsensitive to the 
claims of others’ needs, and the necessity 
for law-abiding faithfulness to thee, and to 
the laws of our land. May we be honest 
and true in our relationships; and in the 
great fight against the drink evil may we 
be bold and uncompromising, to the end 
that thy name may: be honored, and that 
right may prevail in our communities. We 
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is a picture of 
lazy, selfish indulgence that the prophet 
Amos draws in this great lesson. Go into 
any of our great city hotels and note 
the extravagance and luxury that, the 
public demands. Listen to the idle talk 
almost: anywhere, and hear the slurs and 


the | 





sneers about Prohibition on the part of 
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people who ought to know better. Are 
we thinking enough about the afflictions 
of any one? Amos charged the nope 
of his time with failure to be grieved for 
the affliction of Joseph. Are we suffer- 
ing from too much luxury and from hard- 
ness of heart, and are some of us so 
much at ease that we are forgetting 
God? How lightly some folks, who 
would ordinarily be supposed to be good 
citizens, are taking the law-breaking that 
goes on against the Prohibition law. Let 
us not be amused by the pocket flask that 
some one drops and breaks accidentally. 
Let us not take the bootlegger as a joke. 

good many of us .Christians need to 
be thoroughly aroused to the fight that is 
still on concerning the be gr traffic, 
which is so much a part of the selfish 
indulgence that has closed its grip upon 
so many. There is a captivity that fol- 
lows such freedom as some folks think 
they may rightly have; for the freedom 
to do wrong leads straight into the bond- 
age of sin, and there is no freedom about 
that. Shall we say the Golden Text to- 
gether? “Hate the evil, and love the 
good.” Let’s put that plainly on the 
blackboard, and then under it just a ques- 
tion made up of: two words. Let us pray. 














HATE EVIL 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“My faith looks up to Thee.” 

“God will take care of you.” 

“Jesus, thy boundless love to me.” 
“In the service of the King.” 
“There shall be showers of blessings.” 
“Come Thou Fount.” 

“Lead, kindly light.” 

“Love Divine.” ee 


(Titles listed below,’ and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“That Man Is Blest” (1 :1-4). Psalm 1 : 1-6. 
“Thy Holy Way” (241 : 1-3). 

Psalm 119 : 25-32. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224 : 1-3). 


‘ 112 3 I-10. 
“For Noble Duty” (179:1, 2, 4). 


Psalm 90:1, 2, 11-17. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The woman in the case. 
2. The women in the case. 
3. The girls in our case. 











SCF NIDN’T we do better this time, Miss 
I’ve been working so hard 
on the Seniors, and they all promised!” 
asked the best-loved one of them all, of 
her principal, after a certain occasion 
in the school-life. And the principal 
warmly assented to the power of her 
leadership with her mates —a power be- 
yond that of any voice outside their own 
group. Oh, teachers of girls, every- 
where! Can we not win such leaders 
to lift their voices for the highest things, 
to stand for the finest among their own 
mates, and so win the young woman- 
hood of our’ time to an influence for 
God and righteousness that only they 
can wield? 

Such were the ‘voices of Hosea and 
Amos in their time, among God's people, 
and an attentive reading of their mes- 
sages will revedl a strong word for girls 
in both. It was His love for one woman, 
whose wilful sin brought anguish into 
his-own heart, that revealed God’s heart 
towards his sinful people to Hosea— 
that put both the fire and the tender- 
ness into his pleadings with them to re- 
turn to their true love for God. There 
is more than one clear call to young 
womanhood in his impassioned pleas, but 
among them all do not miss those sig- 
nificant little (?) words in 10:12— 
“break up your fallow ground.” How 
much fallow ground is waiting for the 
girls of America to break up— for your 
girls —they themselves little dream of. 
Is it yours to wake them to their op- 
portunities ? 

And maybe they need to hear Amos’ 
thunders against the “kine of Bashan” 
who were the supreme disgrace of the 
corrupt life in Israel — those ‘self+indul- 
gent women to whom luxury and physical 
delights were the chief aim. of. existence. 
Whether or not your girls possess the 
means to indulge such debasing ideals or 
consume their eager young hearts desir- 
ing them, their danger to worthy woman- 
hood is the same. When the girlhood of. 
a nation lives for such “good times,” 
and the womanhood lives in such utterly 
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material use of their position — then in- 
deed we need a fearless Amos among them 
to call them out and up — away from such 
degradation into their God-intended place 
of power for the spiritual heights from 
which men all too easily fall away, to 
which noble women can most quickly 
and effectually call them back. Pray for 
such a voice from our own American 
girlhood to young womanhood every- 
where—a voice that shall win hearers 
by its very loveliness of youth, its very 
sweetness of girlhood. , 


Home Study 
Read these two prophets this weck, 
marking their words that most appeal to 
you, as a gir 


Decatur, Ga. 
ae 


Say, Fellows—. 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Master of slave? 


Discussion: Call up @very evil habit 
that gets into a fellow’s life and see if 
you cannot trace it back to a mental 
or physical function designed for his 
good, but perverted by the Devil to 
vicious use. * 


Objective: Be the master of yourself. 




















AY, fellows, which would you rather 
be, master or slave? I have your 
answer. I knew what it would be. No 
red-blooded fellow wants to be a slave. 
All right, then, summon before you these 
would-be masters of your life, and inform 
them that from this time on they are 
the servants and you are the master. 
There’s Love of Ease — your God-given 
slave. He is that part of your physical 
equipment designed to give you rest when 
you are tired; to quiet your nerves when 
they have been on a strain; to restore 
your strength for the next piece of work. 
ut somehow, the fellow, seeing how 


much store you set by him, became arro-' 


gant and domineering. 
name of Laziness and proceeded to dic- 
tate your program into hours of idleness. 
Your work waits and suffers for the 
lack of your ready hand and mind, while 
Laziness, now become your. master de- 
mands that you put it off. Morning 
comes, and you hear the call to rise and 
begin the day on time. Your master 
says no, sleep on a little while longer. 
You suffer some embarrassment, later on, 
upon arrival at your work, because of the 
master who held you down. Let’s say to 
this fellow, Your day of rule is done. 
You are useful as my servant, and use- 
ful in your place. From now 6n you 
shall serve to help me relax for rest, but 
that is all. That’s temperance, fellows. 
Rest is temperance; Laziness is intem- 
perance. 

Let’s look at another one of these pre- 
sumptuous upstarts. There he stands, 
half apologetic,: yet audacious in his 
claims of mastership. His name is. the 
Desire to Smoke. Yes, that’s the boy — 
and whether he be in the form of ciga= 
rette, cigar, or pipe, look him in the eye 
and shame him out of countenance. Think 
of this imposter assuming mastership 
over your desires, your habits, your life! 
— shoving himself into the place occupied 
by blessings that are priceless! I have 
seen fellows who might otherwise be 
the soul of honer and discretion, allow 
the Desire to Smoke make them do as- 
tonishing things. Street-car motormen 
and conductors, ‘at the risk of their jobs, 
breaking the rules, slipping off their cars 
while waiting atthe switch to get a 
few whiffs at a cigarette. I have seen 
men, otherwise chivalrous, come into a 
closed elevator car or private room oc- 
cupied by ladies, with a full inhalation of 
tobacco smoke emitting. from their nos- 
trils and mouths as they conversed or 
were obliged to breathe. 

These are only a few of the evidences 
of slavery a fellow will endure for to- 
bacco. It is almost unbelievable when 
you know what fine fellows they are. 

Now, what to do with this tyrant? I 
say make him your slave, instead. What? 
Is it possible that the desire to smoke 
could come from any worthy tendency? 
Sure. That desire to smoke first started 
from the desire to push forward into 


He ‘took on the 





























Lesson for April 27 
Books of Amos and Hosea 


some new experience, or from a desire to 
be in fellowship with some other fellow 
who smoked. After the sensations of 
smoking were realized, the desire took 
the form of seeking stimulation. It is 
restlessness — dissatisfaction with a situ- 


- ation as it is —and relief was mistakenly 


sought through smoking, which instead 
of satisfying the desire simply soothed 
or “doped” it into temporary ease. 

Now, fellows, the desire to push for- 
ward into some new experience may be 
your useful servant if properly directed, 
which means to push forward into some- 
thing better and not worse. The desire 
for fellowship can be used to’ promote the 
kinds Gf fellowship which make men 
keener. and stronger, not mental weak- 
lings with diseased bodies. 

Now, let’s line these fellows up— 
these would-be masters of us — and rea 
the riot act to them, Let’s tell them that 
from this on, you are their master as 
God intended when he endowed you with 
them and gave you dominion over them. 

There’s just one further point, and it 
is vital. You can’t do what I’m suggest- 
ing until you have. put the whole matter 
in the Supreme Master’s hands and en- 
gaged his power to do it. You alone 
against your*tyrant masters are helplessly 
and hopelessly outmatched. But you, plus 
The Master, can turn them into a com- 
plete rout, and have thé whole flock of 
them “eating out of your hand.” 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
we 


For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner . 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God wants his 
children to be strong in body, mind, 
and soul. 
Introduction—Are you strong enough 
to run, jump, and play? Were you strong 
when you were a little baby? What 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
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helped you to grow strong? Do hope 

‘to be a strong man or woman? Then you 
must choose between things that help 
or harm your body. Let the children of- 
fer suggestions. Some of you hope to be 
Scouts before long. A Scout needs’ a 
strong body. ‘ 

Can a baby read, write, count, or even 
talk? God gives to every baby a mind 
to be trained at home, at school, at play. 
There are.so many of God’s secrets for 
re to learn, so they need strong mimds. 

any things are helpful, others are 
harmful to the mind. Everybody must 
choose detweei! them. (On this Tem- 
‘perance Sunday make special mention of 
the danger of cigarettes.) People are 
safe’ from such dangers if they never 
begin. Many children may feel strong 
enough to promise: We will not use ciga- 
rettes. — : 

Besides a body and mind, God gives to 
each ‘child a‘soul or spirit which can love, 
trust, honor, be kind and unselfish. Our 
spirits can be ‘trained to become like 
Jesus Christ, who went about doing good, 
serving others here on earth. Our par- 
ents, pastor, and Sunday-school teachers 
help to train our spirits. 

-- Lesson Story Items.—Four big boys be- 
gg to Daniel’s Band. Name them. 
They had been trained in Jewish homes 
in the land of Israel. They were car- 
ried as captives to Babylon. They were 
selected to be trained as helpers for the 
king. They were good-looking and sound 





in body; they were wise and smart, with 
good understanding in their minds; best 
of all they wanted to do right, which 


‘proved that they were strong in heart, 


soul, and spirit. . 

Their training was to continue three 

years. The time had come when they 
must choose between things that might 
harm them in body, mind, and spirit. 
They wanted to ‘keep strong in every 
way. 
Daniel had a purpose in his heart. They 
had to choose between rich food and wine 
provided by the king, or the simple food 
and water, which they. knew would keep 
them strong. It was a hard test. They 
all decided,—We do not want the king’s 
rich food. We will drink no wine. Men- 
tion Daniel’s plan, which he persuaded 
their trainer to try. -Those four lads in 
Daniel’s Band were to be proved ten 
days. Give the results. For three years 
they were trained in the language and 
learning of the Chaldeans, the strange 
people among whom they were to live. 
At last they stood before the king and 
passed the highest examination in body, 
mind, and spirit—in skill, knowledge, 
and understanding. 

Organize a Daniel’s Band among your 
children and use the motto or song, 

“Dare to be a Daniel, 
Dare to: stand alone, 

Dare to have a pugpose firm, 
Dare to make it known.” 


Peoria, It. 








|The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by fhe Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 30. April 27. Subjection and Division of the Land. Joshua 9 to 20 


Golden Text.—There failed not aught of any good thingwhich Jehovah had spoken unto ‘ 
: : ' the 3 all came to pass. —Joshua 21: 45 








house of Israel 








Lesson. Calendar 


The complete list. of ‘“‘ Whole Bible Les- 
' sons” on the Old Testament, running from 

October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925 i 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
Only; may'bé had' from The Sunday School 
- Times Co.,-1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 

: .phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 

Sixth Period—Judges to Saul 

gt. May 4.—Deborah and Barak ...Judges 1-5 
32. May 11.—Gideon .............+- Judges 6, 7 
33- May 18.—Samson ..........-.-++ Judges 13-16 
34. May 25.—The Book of Ruth ...Ruth 1-4 
and Commission of 

i EE Soak Sc ecemeee scene iectpene 1 Sam. 1-3 
36. June 8.—Capture of the Ark ..1 Sam. 4-7 


2 
How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange | 

Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 

— Philadelphia School of the Bible 
Introduction ; 
tha book is properly named, as 

Joshua is its one iadispensable figure 

(Num. 27: 15-23; Deut. 34:9; Josh.1: 
6; 4:14; 6:27; 11:23). Analysis: (1) 
Joshua commissioned (1: 1-9) introduces 
and is the key.of the book. (2) Joshua 
fulfils his commission (1:10 to 22: 34): 
entering the land (1:10 to 5:1); con- 
quering the land (5:2 to 12:24); divid- 
ing the land (12: 25 to 21: 42); dwelling 
in the land (21:43 to 22:34). (3) 
Joshua warns the people (23: 1 to 24: 33), 
makes a covenant (24:25, comp. Deut. 31: 
9-13, 19, 24-26), leaves no successor. As 

nesis is to the whole Bible, so is 
Joshua to that. part (Joshua-Esther) 
which it begins (see Judg. 2: 20-23; 1 
Sam. 7:3; 2 Kings 17: 7-23; 2 Chron. 
36: 14-16; Ezra 9: 10-15; Neh. 13: 23- 
az: Mal. 32 7)}52.. 
Historical Setting : 

Authorities place the Tel-el-Amarna tab- 
lets in this period. These show that civil 
war at home had loosened Egypt’s hold on 
Canaan; that many. small nations, each 
having its own king, dwelt from Egypt 
to the Euphrates; that these kings con- 
federated (10:3; 11:1-5) for defense 
and conqtiest; that there ‘was a language 
and script known to all; that there were 
many schools, scholars, and libraries (15: 
15;  “Kirjath-sepher” means “book 
town”), and that cities were numerous 





and wealthy. 











Geography os 

‘The elevated mountain plateaus, lying 
west of the deep Jordan yalley, are sep- 
atated by the low Esdraelon plain (17: 
16, 18) which merges on the. same level 
with the Maritime plain. The first cam- 
paign (10:1-43) broke the power of 
the nations south of Esdraelon; the sec- 
ond (11: 1-12) those to the north. But 
the power of the nations holding the 
Maritime plain and Esdraelon (13: 2-7) 
was little invaded. Map study is very 
necessary in connection with this lesson 
(10: 40, 41). 

How to Study this Lesson 

First the’ conquest (9:1-12:24) and 
then the dividing (13: 1-21: 45) of the 
land. The conquest was partial and the 
dividing had two objectives: possession 
of that gained and further conquest 
(comp. -11: 23, last sentence, with 13:1, 
2; see 13:13; 14:11, 12; 15:.14-17, 63; 
16:10; 18:3). The Lord fulfilled his 
promises (21: 43-45) to the extent of 
Israel’s activity (Exod. 23: 27-31; Josh. 
I- 3, 4) 7 

To break the power of the nations was 
the work of “all Israel” (8:1; 10:15, 
29, 31, 34, 38, 43); further conquest was 
the work of each tribe (17: 12, 13; Judg. 
I: 1, 2, 19, 21, 27, etc.). Chapter 11: 13- 
23 summarizes the methods used: note 
verses 13, 19 for exceptions; verse 20 
reveals God’s method and purpose (comp. 
Prov. 29:1; Rom. 9: 14-24; see Josh. 
10:11, 14, 21, 42;¥23:3). How neces- 
sary it was to destroy the Canaanites 
(23: 133 Judg. 2:2; 33°32 Kings 17-8: 2 
Chron. 36: 14, 16). Some Christians fight 
Modernism with vigor, but live with self- 
ishness, ambitions, and emulations (Gal. 
5: 16-21; Eph. 6: 10-18). 

Human perversity is the key to failure 
(9:14; comp. Num. 27:21). Trace the 
Gibeonite failure: subtle scheming (9: 
3-5; comp. Eph. 6:11); doubts (9:7); 
perverseness (9:14); Joshua involved 
(9:15); bound by oath (9:18, 19); an 
expedient (9:21); Joshua again involved 
(9:22, 26, 27); a result (10:6, 7); a 
later result (2 Sam. ‘21: 1-14); the di- 
vine commentary (Prov. 14:12; Psa. 
15:4, last sentence). God sometimes 
works where he cannot approve (2 Tim. 
2:13; Mal; 3:6). 

The land divided, note (1) when God 
gave the command (13:7; comp. 11: 18, 
23) (2) it was by lot, begun at. Gilgal 
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14: 1-6), finished at Shiloh (18:1, 10); 
(3) Judah and Joseph (15:1; 16:1) 

rst provided, and later, under pressure 
from Joshua (18: 3-6; note the exact- 
ness, 18:9), the other seven tribes (18: 
2), sometimes on land already assigned 
(19: 1, 9); (4) it was slow because the 
people were slothful (18:3; Judg. 18: . 
95. (5) no lands were assigned the 

evites (13:14, 33; 18:7; note three 
reasons), but cities were given them (21: 
2; see Num. 35:1-8), and they were 
“scattered in Israel” (Gen. 49:7; Deut. 
33:10). Carefully note evidences of in- 
difference to God’s commands, 

A fulfilment of God’s promise (14: 
6-11; 19:49, 50; comp. Num. 14: 6, 24, 
30, 38; Deut. 1:36); the first mention 
of Jerusalem (10:1; 15:8, 63; comp. 2 
Sam. 5:6-9); the cities of refuge (20: 
1-9; comp. Exod. 21:13; Num. 35:9- 
34). Christ is a “city of refuge” (Psa. 
142:4, 5; Heb. 6: 18). 


Other Scriptures 


Joshua 23 and 24 are important for 
two reasons: Joshua’s warning in view 
of Israel’s failures (note 23:7, 12; 24: 
14, 13); Israel’s covenant (voluntarily 
assumed (note 24:22, 25, 27). Israel 
has already failed and the captivities are 
in sight (23:16; 24:20). Acts 7: 2-53 
is a résumé of Israel's history which 
paraliel’s Joshua’s closing address. Ro- 
mans I1: 1-24 draws a parallel between 
Israel’s apostasy and that of the Church. 
Difficulties . : 

Did the sun and moon stand still? (10: 
12-14.) (1) The motion of sun and moon 
is phenomenal—the earth rotates and 
sun and moon seem to move. (2) He 
who made the worlds could, if he de- 
sired, stop the earth’s rotation without 
disaster (Col. 1:17, “all hold together”; 
Heb. 1:3). (3) Something wonderful 
did happen. (4) Professor Totten, by 
mathematics, proved that one day in ‘the 
earth’s history was forty-eight hours 
long. (5) Refraction of light rays might 
account for it. (6) God turned against 

e Canaanites the gods (sun and“moon) 
which they worshiped. ~ 


Reference Literature 


“Manual of Bible History,” by W. G. . 
Blaikie (Nelson and Sons, New York, 
$1.75); “A Dictionary of the Bible,” by 
John D. Davis, D.D. (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $4); “Christian Worker’s 
Commentary,” by James M. Gray, D.D. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $3). 

PHILADELPHIA. 


For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tarlton 


NEWS spread all through Canaan that 
the Israelites had conquered and de- 
stroyed the cities of Jericho and Ai. So 
all the tribes prepared for war against 
these strange people. 

There were four cities of the Gibeonites 
but they knew they were not strong 
enough to fight against the Israelites 
(Josh. 9:17). They sent men to Joshua’s 
camp to make peace. They piayed a trick 
and déceived Joshua. Tell how they trav- 
eled, how they dressed, and what they 
carried with them (Josh. 9: 1-4). Joshua 
did not ask the Lord, but made a promise 
to the Gibeonites to let them live (Josh. 
9:14, 15). In three days Joshua found 
out that the Gibeonites did not live far 
away, as they had said, but were near 
neighbors. This made the Israelites an- 
gry, and they wanted to kill them, but 
they spared their lives and made them 
servants. What work was given to them? 
(Josh. 9: 17-27.) 

The large city of Jerusalem was near 
the camp of the Israelites. The people 
were very wicked and worshiped idols. 
When the king of Jerusalem heard about 
the Gibeonites making peace with the Is- 
raelites he was afraid. So he called four 
other kings to bring their armies to take 
Gibeon because they had made peace with 
their enemies (Josh. 10: 1-5). As soon 
as the people of Gibeon heard this they 
sent word to Joshua to come quickly to 
save- them. . 

The Lord promised Joshua victory 
(Josh. 10:8). He called out his armies 
and they marched all night up the moun- 
tains and came upon the king’s enemies 
so suddenly they were confused. Israel 
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killed a great many, and the others started 
to run (Josh. 10:9, 10). As the king’s 
armies were running away the Lord sent 
a hailstorm of great stones which killed 
more men than Israel had killed with 
the sword. “For the Lord fought for 
Israel.” 

A great miracle of God’s power took 
place that day. There was never any- 
thing like it before or since (Josh. 10: 
12-14). Joshua prayed and the Lord an- 
swered, This strange thing scared the 
heathen, for they worshiped the sun and 
the moon. The day was made longer, 
and the Israelites fought until the Ca- 
naanites, who worshiped idols, were en- 
tirely defeated and God’s Chosen People, 
who worshiped the true God, won the 
land God had promised to them. Tell 
what happened to the five kings (Josh. 
10: 16-27). This was one of the great- 
est battles of all time, and finally Israel 
took the whole land, and Joshua divided 
it between the twelve tribes (Josh. 11: 


23). 
Just before his death Joshua called all 
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Israel together to give his last message, 
as found in chapters 23 and 24. (Have 
Juniors memorize many of the choice 
verses in these chapters.) God impressed 
upon the people that he had won all their 
victories for them, and that it was all 
by his grace. He called them to worship 
him only as the true God, and asked them 
to choose whom they would serve. The 
Children of Israel promised to serve the 
Lord (Josh. 24: 24). 

“Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve.” Will you worship idols and serve 
Satan, or will you worship the Lord and 
serve Jesus Christ? 


Memory Verses 

Beginners: Joshua 10: 13, “And the sun 
stood still in the midst of heaven.” 

Primary: Joshua 10: 13b, “So the sun 
stood still in the midst of heaven, and 
hasted not to go down about a whole 
day.” : : 

Juniors: Joshua 10: 13, 14; 24: 20-24. 

Fort Worth, TEx. 























Ques. : 


| * Ans, : On April 30th. 


Ques. : How can you help? 





10 Questions—9 Answers 


Ques. : What is The Moody Bible Institute ? 
Ans. ; It is a training school for Christian Workers. 


Ques. ; Is tuition charged the students ? 
Ans. ; No, the student only pays for board and room at cost. 


Ques. : Does the Institute have an endowment ? 
, Ans.: Very small in proportion to its needs. . 


Ques. : How is it supported ? 
Ans. : By gifts from Christian friends. 


Ques. : When: does*the fiscal year close ? 


Aus. : By sending a gift of any size as the- Lord may ‘lead. 


Ques. : Are small gifts appreciated ? 
Ans. : Yes, many small gifts make a large total. : 


Ques. : Where should gifts be addressed ? 
Ans.: Dept. AK, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
Ques.: What amount will you contribute ? 
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Has the budget:been met for this year ? 
Aus.: No, a large-amount is still needed. 


























THE CROS 


IN FAITH 
and CONDUCT 














A NEW BOOK BY GORDON WATT 


‘*I think one of the most blessed characteristics of this book is the ex- 
tremely personal way in which the author compels one to face the facts so 
far as they apply to one’s own life in these difficult days. I believe this 
book will bring fresh courage and clarity and assurance in Christ to many 
a needy Christian; and as it is made known by its readers to.those who 
are not yet in Christ, it should have a definite ministry in the lifting up 
of Him, who, if He be lifted up, will draw all men unto Himself. 


Price, $1, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WaLNuT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
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Your Temperance 
Questions Answered 


By Margaret Wintringer 


Assistant Superintendent of Woman's 
Department, Anti-Saloon League of Illinois 




















Our Women’s Bible Class will have a social 
‘evening. We would like to have something 
on the program concerning prohibition. 

END to Mrs. William Tilton, Wo- 

men’s National Committee for Law 
Enforcement, 302 Ford Building, Boston, 
Mass., for a “Mystery Tea,” -or “An- 
other Lady and the Tiger.” The story 
has a beginning but no end. Everybody 
present must write the ending. The story 
is ideal for churches, clubs, and other 
social meetings. : 

Also send’ to the Prohibition Informa- 
tion Office, Washington, D. C., for the 
pamphlet, “How You Can Help,” which 
outlines how individuals as well as or- 
ganizations can assist officials in enforc- 
ing the law. 





I want my class to know about the de- 
crease in deaths from use of alcohol since 
prohibition. Will you please tell me? 

HE United States census for 1922, 
the most recent and the most authen- 


traceable to liquor has been reduced more 
than one-half. During 1922 there were 
2,467 such deaths, or 2.6 per 100,000 pop- 


tic, shows that the number of deaths: 





ulation. In 1916 there were 4,161 such 
deaths, or 4.8 per 100,000 population. 

William E. (Pussyfoot) Johnson had 
a conversation lasting half an hour with 
his majesty, King George of England, 
and Mr. Johnson declares the King is 
favorable to the dry cause. His influence 
will greatly help the temperance workers 
of Great Britain. 





I have a class of young-men. What can 


: I tell them to interest them in prohibition? 


ELL them of, the prosperity of the 

country since we ‘have had prohibi- 
tion. Since 1912 the savings deposits of the 
country have increased from $8,428,000,000 
to $18,373,000,000. Last year the: people 
increased their savings ‘deposits by more 
than $1,000,000,000. In addition to mak- 
ing record deposits in banks, during the 
last two years the. people of the United 
States have bought. more than 5,000,000 
automobiles. Prohibition United States 
owns ninety percent of the automobiles of 
the world. At the same time: the’ assets 
of life insurance companies are increasing 


| | at the rate of $700,000,000 a year. 
All this has happened in a country } 


which, according to wet predictions, 
should be on the, verge of financial col- 

ie because it abolished the drink traf- 
Cc. 





What can I tell my class of boys concern- 
ing the opinion of prominent visitors from 
abroad about prohibition in the United 
States? 

A. BODY of experts, delegated by the 

health section of the League of Na- 
tions, recently visited this country to find 
out whether the prohibition movement in 
the United States was a success or a fail- 
ure. Among its members were Charles 
Porter, of the British Medical Society ; 
Dr. Kuhn, of Jugo-Slavia; Professor 
Van Boechel, of ‘Belgium; Dr. Ander- 
son, of the Royal Medical Society of 
Norway. 

Every one of these experts came here 
with one purpose—to find the actual 
facts. Each made his own study of the 
situation in the United States and they 
returned to Europe with the conviction 
that prohibition has been a blessing, and 
that it is going to last. 

Mr. Lloyd George, speaking in the 
House of Commons, February 13, 1924, 
said that when in the United States, he 
was told that the children in America 
had never had such a good time since 
the creation of the world, that the peo- 
ple had more money to spend, and that 
there had been a great decrease in crime. 
He said practically -the whole business 
community in the United States was be- 
hind the drastic temperance legislation. 

These comméndations from the Health 
Section of the League of Nations and 











from David Lloyd George demand con- 
sideration. 
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How can we help stir public sentiment for 


prohibition enforcement? - 


TRIVE to organize study classes in 

woman’s clubs, church missionary so- 
cieties, men’s clubs, and Bible classes and 
young people’s organizations. 


Confer with the prosecuting attorney, . 


executive officer or county judge as to 
the best methods of co-operation. Re- 
port evidence of law violation to the local 
officer whose duty it is to‘enforce the law. 

Keep a complete roster of all law en- 
forcement officers in your city and county. 
Show the Sunday-school interest: in their 
efforts. Arrange for representatives 
from your Siunday-school to attend court 
trials of important cases. 

Commend newspapers and editors for 
helpful, constructive publicity.. Send a 
dignified protest to the mayor, prosecut- 
ing attorney, judge, or other officer who 
fails in doing his duty. This protest to 
be signed by the Sunday-school officers. 

Have short talks in your Bible classes 
on Prohibition, and train the children in 
the Sunday-school to recognize obedience 
to authority. 








Glasgow, Scotland 
June 18-26, 1924 


The Trip of a Lifetime 


Chartered Steamers 
to carry delegates 
across the ocean. 


All travel arrangements under direction of 
THOS. COOK &, SON 


Full information from 
World’s Sunday School Assn. 
1 Madison Avenue, New York. 


“Faith” 
“Py ay er” 
- “Guidance” 


‘“‘Chastening” — 
Four of James H. McConkey’s best known de- 
votional booklets. Sent absolutely free to any 


one interested enough to write for them. 
Address 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S.—1013 Bessemer Bidg., Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Che ‘Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, April 12, 1924 


























Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for. either old or new 
subscribers in- the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
‘Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. : ; 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either 

® to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 

2.00 One copy, or any number of 
$ copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, ftye years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any ‘of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one eopy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 





to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



































Lesson for April 27 ‘ 
Books of Amos and Hosea 








Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


Compiled by Cora Frances Stoddard 


Executive Secretary of the 
Scientific Temperance Federation 




















Campaigning for the Restoration of 
-Beer.—Evidence that former _ liquor 
dealers are neither dead nor inactive 


- toward their old occupation is to be found 


in a resolution passed by the Retail Malt 

Beverage Dealers’ Association at its 
forty-fourth annuak convention held re- 
cently in Chicago. The resolution reads 
(Union Signal, February 21, 1924): 

- “Resolved that our president and execu- 
tive committee be empowered and in- 
structed to use every effort to elect men 
to the state legislature and ‘the National 
Congress who favor such legislation as 
“will permit the manufacture and sale of 
good, wholesome ‘beer and light wines 
sufficiently fortified to be fit for the in- 
valid and the table, and that they be in- 
structed to’ make such drafts upon the 
treasury as may be reasonable in order 
to earry on a most-effective campaign.” 


Prohibition Benefits the Real Estate 
Business.— The New York Wozld, which 
is not a prohibition journal, has published 
an article showing how prohibition has 
helped the real estate business. The au- 
thor, Mr. Natanson, sa 


ys: 
“We all know what ‘made these [real 
estate] values increase. 


These same rea- 
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sons exist more potently to-day, and 
others have been added. The new rea- 
sons are most important, and I would ex- 
press them in the following order — 
prohibition, . zoning laws, confidence of 
general public. . 

Prohibition has a splendid effect. Its 
greatest benefits are still to be felt. 
Tradespeople have taken over all old 
saloon space*thrown on the market, in 
many cases at even higher rentals. The 
tenement dweller has become a better 
tenant. He pays his rent more promptly 
and suffers depression much less than in 
former times. In consequence, tenements 
are staple investments, with steadily ris- 
ing value.” 


Only Five Years’ Trial Allowed by 
Wets.—The forces opposed to prohibition 
have organized.a campaign to persuade 
the people that the Volstead Act has 
been “a complete failure to produce the 
results promised,” that its effects have 
been evil, and that it should be modified 
to permit the sale of beer and wine. 
They assume that five years is sufficient 
time to test a law that has had to con- 
tend with an outlawed, but well organized 
and financially powerful traffic, with | 
drinking customs antetlating the ignor- | 
ance of the dark ages, with uninformed 
personal prejudices and habits. nas 

A more reasonable expectation is that 
of Senator James E. Watson, who. says: 

“When I voted for prohibition I proph- | 
esied that it would be followed by five 
years of practical failure to enforce it, 
five more years of partial enforcement, 
five years of a vigorous enforcement and 
after that as successful an effort to en- | 
force it as can be made with regard to, 
any law that deals with human weak- | 
nesses and frailties.” - 


Ex-Vice President Marshall Converted 
to Prohibition.—In a letter to the Chi- 
cago Daily News, former Vice President 
Thomas R. Marshall says: 

“T was not: for: the Prohibition Amend- | 
ment when it was pending, but I am for | 
the Amendment now, for the laws en-| 
acted under it: and for strict observance | 
and. strict enforcement of prohibition. 





ov. “Dp.annoys me to. hear -it suggested that | 


we ought. to loosen up the Volstead Act, | 
so as to permit :the use of beer or light | 
wine, when. the looseners are habitual | 
users of Scotch. whisky who never tasted | 
either beer or light wine in their lives. 
Their kick against prohibition is to get 
a kick in their stomachs. Undoubtedly 
they are seeking an entering wedge.” 
‘Mr. Marshall. does not believe those 
who. say there is more drinking now than 
before prohibition. In his thousands of 
miles of travel he sees now no drunken 
brawls, no fights, rarely detects the odor 
of intoxicating liquor, and has seen but 
one man that he believes. was intoxicated, | 
where before he saw hundreds wholly or | 
partly so, the odor of the smoking-room | 





“=| on the Pullman cars reeking with liquor, | 


DIARY-CALENDAR! 
"%e GOLDEN RULE, 
SiH ACTION, 





) Every red-blooded American will want this 
practical, American book. It will help create higher 
deals and solve the vital problems of Capital and 
Labor. It grubs ~ the roots of things; it cuts out 
a GR 
anti-Americanism an ice. 
gots ATTRACTIVE EASTER GIFT 
DITION NOW READY, 60 -cents postpaid; 
money back if not thoroughly satisfied. Address 
Griffith-Stillings, 368 Congress St., Boston, Mass. 











Bible Study off the Beaten Paths 


THE PARABLES 
¥ of the Old Testament 


Stimulating studies in’ the little-known par- 
ables of the Old Testament, which are found 
to abound in practical suggestions for our 
daily conduct and spiritual life. $1, postpaid. 


Twelve Great Questions 
About Christ nes 


postpaid 
Born sy C. E. Macartney, D.D. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





drunken brawls everywhere. Some few | 
persons may be drinking more, but most | 
persons, he believes, are drinking less, or 
none at all. 


~ Weak Beer Does Not Satisfy.—It is a 

matter of common knowledge that the 
weak “war beer” which the brewers were | 
‘permitted.to make and sell in the United 
Staes during the war did not satisfy the 
drinkers who really wanted an alcoholic | 
drink, They did not get from it the! 
effect which they call the “kick,” the ef- | 
fect for which they want alcohol. The 
same experience is reported from Quebec, 
where war prohibition was followed by 
a law permitting the manufacture and sale 
of beer containing not over.2.51 percent 
alcohol and wine and cider containing 6.94 
percent both by weight. The brewers 
of Quebec, howeVer, soon found that the 
weak beer was too weak. It did not 
sell. ‘Phey found, as a United States 
brewer told Mr, A, Macdonald 
(Ladies’ Home Journal, November, 1923), 
that “people drink beer for just one pur- 
pose, for the kick they get from the alco- 
hol in it.” 

The drive for light wine and beer in 
Quebec began in the same way it did 
in the United States; says Mr. Macdon- 
ald, andthe conditions that have grown 
out of it— political control of the Prov- 
ince by the brewers, the gradual change 
from light to strong beer, and the in- 
crease in drinking and its attendant evils 





—are indicative of what will come to 


pass in this country if the sale of wine 
and beer is legalized. 





The Young People’s 
. Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





May 4. In His Steps. V. How Jesus Over- 


came Temptation. Luke 4:1-13; John 
14:30. (Consecration meeting.) 
May uu. Being a Christian in the Home. 


Eph. 
Day.) 
May 18. God’s Holy Day: What It Is for, 
and Why. Exod. 20:8-11; Mark 2:27, 


6:1-4; Luke 2:19,52. (Mother’s 


May ” 95. Have Business and Commerce 
Helped or Hindered Missionary Work? 
Acts 19 : 23-28. 


od 


Sunday, April 27 
What Opportunities Do Missions Offer 
for Life Service? (Acts 13 : 1-3; 
16:9, 10; Mark 6 : 7-13) 





Mon.—The need of the world (John 3: 
16-21). 

Tues.—Paul’s (Acts 26: 
13-19). 

Wed.—To save a nation (Exod. 3 : 1-10). 

Thurs.—To fellowship with God (1 Sam. 
3.: 1-10). 

Fri.—To be a leader (Deut. 31 : 14-23). 

Sat.—To smite oppression (Judg. 6 : 1-16). 


opportunities 











What is the need of the foreign field for 
missionaries ? 


What must missionaries give up, and what 
gain? 


hi 





Who should offer If for life service? 


OMETIMES young people think that 

they hear too much about missions. 

he truth of the matter is that they hear 
entirely too little about missions, If the 

heard more about them, about the call 


‘to patience and endurance, about the need | 


of the peoples in the midnight lands, 
about the call of Christ to his own in 
every age, they might begin: to face 
squarely the question: ‘““Why should I not 
be a missionary?” If the Christian young 
person does not have a good reason to 
give for not being a missionary — and 
there is only one —he or she had better 
quit playing with the future@&nd begin 
to correspond with some mission board 
or agency. we 


And the one and only valid reason for 
not going? Just this: a ca!l from God to 
stay here. Otherwise, go, but do not 
go until you have fst found out if God 
wants you to stay at home. The pre- 
sumption is that the Christian should go 
where the need is greatest, but no pre- 
sumption can take the place of. the will 
of God. Knowing that Christ is not in- 
terposing with some good reason for 
staying at home, at once the presumption 
comes into effect, and you should plan to 
go. 

4 


If Christ tarry, the greatest spir- 
itual empire of history may rise in 
mission lands. The seeds are being 
sown there now. He who sows one 
seed there is going to reap a _ thou- 
sandfold. Those who do the work of 
Christ there are in exactly the same posi- 
tion'as were Paul and Peter and Timothy 
and John, and it is not impossible that 
even greater results than theirs will fol- 
low the preaching of the Word in the 
swarming nations of heathendom to-day. 
But the situation has a dark side, too. 
Doubt has already crept into the mission 
fields, chilling the zeal and unnerving the 
arm of many. It has reached the native 
Christian and the native onlooker. They 
are amazed,—at first. Then the opin- 
ion grows slowly that the Gospel is not 
all that it was represented to be. We 
need young people of consecration and 
intelligent, earnest faith who will meet 
this situation, and we need them badly. 
Is God calling you to be one? Is he 


calling you to go to some one else and} 


speak a word about this? 
Are you willing to go? 
Are you eager to go? 
Are you going to go? 
Princeton, N. J. 









Dont have tired, 
aching muscles 


Muscles balk at sudden spring ex- 
ercise. To enjoy a spring day at your 
favorite sport—to start the season 
without suffering that disagreeable 
setback—make sure that Absorbine, Jr. 
is in your kit or locker. 

Apply it promptly. As if by magic 
it prevents the coming on of that stiff, 
lame feeling. You are fit as usual the 
next day. 

You will like the agreeable odor ot 
Absorbine, Jr. It is easy and clean to 
use. Keep it handy as a first aid. 


"At all druggists’, fre , or postpaid, 
Libera ‘ ltnal , jee, postpaid. 
W.F. YOUNG, Inc. 





Other timely uses: 
d feet . 
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Teach Children 
". To Use 


Cuticura 


Soothes and Heals “2 
Rashes and Irritations 
Cuticura the 

















Church Organs| 


Latest Approved Methods, Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827, 




















Main Office and Works “°"4z,S"°°™ 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES: 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 

















| Globe Furniture Company, 23°: ri Mian. | 
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$425 WILL TAKE YOU ON A 
30-DAY TOUR TO EUROPE 
To ancient cities, famous museums and places 
where history was made. Let us send you our 


booklet X-9. Other Gates Tours from $425 to 
$1100. Sailings from May to September. 


GATES TOUR S—Founded 1892 
“* World Travel at Moderate Cost’’ 
225 Fifth Ave., N. Y., London, Paris, Rome 











THE PERRY PICT URES 
Reproductions of the World’s 
Great Paintings. Size, 5%4x8, 
TWO CENTS EACH 
for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
25 Art Subjects or25 on Life 
of Christ,or five 10x12 size re- 
ligious subjects. No two alike. 
eautiful 64-page Catalogue 
tor 15 cents incoin or stamps 
The Perry Pictures Co. 
Box 96, MaAtpkn, Mass. 

















40th | 


THE ILLUSTRATOR #2: 


is a monthly lesson magazine that 
makes teaching easy. I the help 
necessary for teaching each lesson at 
the cost of a postage stamp! 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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248 
which pay according to | 
ageashigh as 0 

gift is money 
given upon condition 
paid to the donor during life. Such gifts 

| are accepted by the American Bible- 
cannot shrink. 

The conditional gift le a form of annuity 
whe lo thereby eashationtotheleciety-with- 


GIFTS 
CONDITIONAL 
that an income will be 0 
Society, which pays you an income that 
which should appeal to the careful investor 
out risk. 








eand 
‘ ood will suggest that you 
now more about them. 


Full description in 
booklet No. 46 
Sent free—Write! 


American Bible Society 
Bible House 
Astor Place, New York 


WRIT 'E FOR THIS BOOKLET 








DoesYourEnglish 
Help or Hurt You? 


cian from 4 to- 

i oe, should aay, 
pale you heard Heal - fis 
a “‘cale Ser or Pe calan- 
der.” Still say ‘“between 
vote you cade It is as- 
tonish: how many persons 
use Ow o”* ‘or **whom’’ and 
mis ce the lest -. 


ow. . 
whether to certain words 
wo ‘“‘c’s’’ - or 
**m’a"* OF «tp? ’ or with *e” 
or “ei how to punc- 
tuate in order to make their 
meaning absolutely clear. And most persons use on! 
c orless, flat, ordinary bes 8 
ir letters are lifeless, monotonous, - 
Every 


hum 
they talk or write they: show themselves 
lacking in the essential points of English. 


WONDERFUL NEW seas ah a 


blem 
We hee ee reed 
a amend 


For Mr. 

creating i Instinctive habits of Ma 

countless experiments he finall pat 

method by which you can hea a better 

of the English langu in only 3 minutes -a 
you can s g the mistakes in. En 

poich have_ been urting S00 Mr. "3 stu an 
ve secured more improvement in five w than had 

previously been obtained by other pupils in two years! 


LBARN BY HABIT—NOT BY: RULES 


Under old methods rules are memorized, but rect 
habits are not formed. lly, the rul themselves 
are forgotten. The new Sherwin Cody m provides 
for the formation of cérrect hi abits by constantly 
calling attention only to the mistakes you make. 

One of the wenderts}  pnines about Mr. Cody’s course 
is the speed with which these habit-forming practice 
drills can be carried ro ut. You can write the answers 
to fifty questions in-15 minutes and correct your work 
in five minutes pore. 
been ended by Mr. Cody. You concentrate always on 
your .mistakes until it becomes ‘‘second nature” to 

speak’ and write correctly. 


Free Bovk on English and 15-Minute Test 


A command of polished and effective English Genctes 
education and culture. It wins friends and makes a 
favorable impression upon .those with whom you come 
in oe And now, in only 15 minutes a day—in 
your on a ta can agtuall check up and see 
yourself improve y us 8 the per cent. self-cor- 
recting met 


‘Mr. ‘Cody has prepared a simple 15-minute test 


which you can take in your own home. The correct 


answers are fet, so you can tell at once qt. where - 


you stand, you are efficient = E will give 
you greater. conddence: if you cient you, surely 
want to know it. Write oday for this test—it is free. 
We . will oe. gladly wom our _ new free 

*!How to 8 peak and a Write § ing English.” Merely 
the coupon or a 


SHERWIN GODY s acute OF ENGLISH 
354 Searle Building Rochester, N. Y. 
> ee St OO OO 
SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
354 Searle Building, Rochester, N. Y. 


Please send me your new free book, “ How to 
Speak and Write Masterly English,” and also 
the 15-Minute Test, 


Name 





Address 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








The drudgery. of copying has 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Something to Think About 


CCORDING to the Sears-Roebuck 

Agricultural Foundation (quoted by 
the Chicago Daily News), “More than 
fifty billion manufactured cigarettes were 
smoked in the United States last year, to 
say nothing of the billions that were 
‘rolled.’ This is seven billion more than 
were consumed in 1922.” The increas- 
ing use of cigarettes by women-is said 
to be directly responsible for several of 
the additional billions smoked in 1923. 
An average of at least five hundred ciga- 
rettes for every man, woman, and child 
of the nation’s population was consumed 
during the year. In thirteen years’ time 
the increase in cigarette production has 
been six hundred and sixty-three perceni, 
as against only eighteen percent increase 
in population! America also leads every 
other nation in its per capita consumption 
of opium. Thus the growth of Modern- 
ism and the deterioration of morals keep 
step side by side. Except the greatest 
revival that the world has ever known 
sweep over the land ere long, America 
is doomed! 





April 21 to 27 
Mon.—Amos 6 : 1-6. 


Scofield’s chapter heading is signifi- 
cant: “Woe to thosé at ease in a day of 

unrighteousness,” — just such_a day as 
the present. Are there not multitudes 
of professing Christians who are putting 
“far away the evil day,” and_by that 
very thing bringing it near? Upon all 
such, God pronounces woe. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
moral reform movement in America and 
elsewhere in harmony with God’s Word. 
Pray for the Anti-Saloon League, the 
National Temperance Society, the Wo- 
man’s Christian Temperance Union, the 
Anti-Cigarette League, the National Re- 
form Bureau. 

Tues.—Amos 5: 10-17. 
Jehovah Pleading for Righteousness. 


Amos prophesied 776 to 763 B. C., dur- 
ing the reign of Jeroboam II, under whom 
Israel reached its zenith of worldly splen- 
dor. There was at that time no human 
indication that Amos’ prophecies of com- 
ing judgment would ever be fulfilled, yet 
within a short half century the kingdom 
of Israel was wiped out. Impenitence 
invites sure judgment. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: Re-read the in- 
troduction above, and pray for America 
as never before. Just as a@ reservoir of 
water may be drained drop by drop, so 
a nation’s reservoir of physical and moral 
resources may be lost little by little; each 
evil habit of its individual citizens con- 
stitutes a leak. 


Wed.—Hosea 4: 6-10. Destructive Ignorance. 


Solemn the lessons of this reading. God 
rejects those who wilfully reject light 
(v. 6). The greater the numerical and 
material increase under such conditions, 
the greater the sin and shame W; 7). 
“Like people” shall be “like pri (v. 
9; tremendous the responsibilities a the 
shepherd). Whoredom breeds deterior- 
ation (v. 10; so also does licentiousness 
in a “Christian” home, Heb. 12: 4). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for your- 
self, your husband, your wife, your chil- 
dren, your servants, your employes, the 
children with whom your children asso- 
ciate. Pray against every evil influence. 
Act as well as pray. Self-preservation 
demands intelligent thought, and. prayer, 
and action. 

Thurs.—Hosea 6 : 1-6. 
The Savinz Knowledge of God. 

Don’t pass lightly over these words. 
Ponder them well. They have a pres- 
ent-day application to the Church, and to 
the individual Christian. To you? 
Wherein? What an eloquent, yet tender, 
plea to the erring! Verses 1 to 3 have 


Putting Away the Evil Day. 





long been one of the specially marked 
passages in the Bible of the writer. Note 
also verse 4, and particularly verse 6. 


Prayer Succestions: That form of 
Christianity which Stops with the mdi- 
vidual with whom it began isn’t Chris- 
tianity at all; it’s a counterfeit, True 
Christianity reaches out. It invites. It 
says, “CoME” (v. 1). There are millions 
in America and elsewhere that would re- 
spond to an earnestly pressed invitation. 
Pray! 

Fri.—Hosea 10:9-15. _, 
Israel Sowing and Reaping. 

“Break up your fallow ground” (v. 
12); one of Charles G. Finney’s oft-re- 
peated exhortations to the Church, For 
with the Church, as with Israel, to “plow 
wickedness” is to “reap iniquity”; to sow 
deception is to “eat the fruit of -lies”; 
to trust in man is to set God-aside. Break 
up the hardened soil of thy proud heart! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Every commun- 
ity everywhere needs the thundering voice 
of a Finney, or Moody, or Jonathan Ed- 
wards, and would have such a voice tf in- 
tercessors (xoU!) had not failed to pray; 
for back of Finney was the intercessor 
Clary; and back of Moody, Cooke; and 
back of Edwards, Brainerd; and back of 
each were multitudes of others. Pray! | 
Sat.—Hosea 11: 1-9. The Bands of His Love. 

How infinite the. pathos! 
yearning over his people “bent to back- 
sliding,” as to-day-he yearns over the 
Church! “O Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself ; but in me is thine help” (13:9). 
To reject God’s proffered mercy, what-sin 
more heinous than this? 
than whoredom! 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: ‘Pray ie your 
own church, your pastor, your unrez nved, 
backslidden members... Go. down in tears 
before God for yourself. Set apart an 
hour or more for prayer to-day. Haven't 
time? You HAvE..time! God will re- 
move your candlestick out of .its place if 
you continue trifling under such conditions 
as prevail to-day! 

Sun.—Isaiah 55 : 6-13. 
Repentance and God’s Favor. 

Man’s thoughts and ways are not God’s 
thoughts and ways. Man’s “three: car- 
dinal sins” (thoughts and ways) “are lust, 
covetousness, and  self-ambition,” but 
worse yet are the sins. of «presumption, 
unbelief, and rejection, to presume upon 
God’s mercy, else to disbelieve him,. and 
to men his offers, Return, “while he is 
near ' 


Prayer Succestions: It is said that a 
minister once dreamed that he saw rows |. 
of beautiful diadems studded with pre- 
Is THAT BIG ONE FOR ME?” |. 


BRONZE TABLETS. 


cious jewels. 
he asked, remembering that there had| =— 
been many conversions in-his church. “No, 
NOT FOR YOU,” the angel replied, “that 
one is for. the poor old deaf man who 
used to sit by your pulpit stairs and 
PLEAD WITH Gop FOR SOULS im the congre- 
gation while you preached to. them.” 


Jehovah. 


Worse even 
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ISCRIMINAT 
Children’s Day Music 


€ IS is a cordial invitation for you to ask 

f Nee a copy of our new ‘‘ Children's Day 
Budget,’’a publication of-inestimable value 
to the discriminating Church and Sunday 
School Worker. 


At the same time— 


Request a copy of our splendid new Church 
and Sunday School*Supply Catalog with- 
out which no Minister or Officer should at- 
tempt to do the King’s Business. // is free. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 
16th, Race, Spring and Hicks Streets, Philadelphia 

















Children’s reer 


two ot ett) new Ohiteen's with ring- 
ing car carois for the entire schoo ostpaid $0° per dom 

6. Si 100. TREE sample co a naeee fora 

roll of samples of five of our. ; the above. 
ELEVEN CH. DAY MOTION ine 





mY 

FREE catalo; 
them 

Duets, Trios and Qts. for pore 
male and female voices, Choir 

PLAYS © étc. -° 

AYS without masic, Dra- 
mas, Monologs, Read- 
FA Entertainments, Musical 


Ree Oe ioc mailed FREE 
paste radmin adnate Se Chicane, 








You can easily solve 
YOUR MOTHER'S DAY AND MISSIONARY 
PROGRAM PROBLEM 


by orderinga copy of TheParamount Special Da: 
Beok—twe bea ks in one—with more than enoug 
material tor oth 





You will not find a dull: or 
in this pablbcablon. The 
recitations, aitegnss, exércises and sohgs are 
fresh and sparkling. The most tender tributes 
of reverence and love to Mother. Full of heart 
throbs, smiles and 


The new Missionary material for Children and 
grown-ups includes a. Playlet, “The Spirit of 
issions,”” that will prove wonderfully effective. 


Price 25 cents, Write to your supply house or 
send diréct to 


: W. Washington St, 
MEYER & BROTHER °<.2,.0,05™ inter 

















Designsand Estimates Free 
pea ge Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 
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Istto25th, 
Moody Bible Institute icici 
Of exceptional value for pastors, iis 
teachers and Christian workers 


desiring better equipment for the 
varied lines of church and Sunday- 


school wor 


A strong attractive program. Instruction 
free of charge by the Institute’s ‘regular 
teaching staff, also distinguished special in- 
structors. Institute summer course students 
testify to intellectual and spiritual refresh- 
ing and strengthening of great value. 





Apply Early 
for Reservations 














Reo. Jana, Gray, D.D., 
President of the nstitute’ 


Board and room per week, $9.35 per person, two in a 
room; $10.35 one in a room. i 
structors and subjects mailed on request. 
Superintendent of Men, or of Women, 


with list of in- 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Il. 
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